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© 2024 Roxbury Newsy Third Branch Park, Roxbury’s first park, was created in 1999. It is located on the

northbound side of 12 A, across from Carrie Howe Road. This small park offers 2
picnic tables for picnicking and access to the Third Branch of the White River for
fishing, skipping stones, etc. It is a perfect place for families to have fun.

AT
VFFS!

The Newsy always welcomes new
contributors. Please let us know

if you have anything you’d like to
share with the community, and we

can get it into the next issue. Send Recently, members of the Roxbury Outdoor Committee on Recreation (ROCOR)
: questions and content to librarian@ participated in a project to improve the park’s accessibility and overall aesthetics.
roxburyfreelibrary.org.

Nine members, plus 1 other Roxbury resident, brush hogged, weed wacked, pruned
trees, trimmed overhanging branches, removed debris, and added a bench overlook-

Roxbury Artist Linda Maney is Guest Teacher at

Got a story to tell? We want
Vermpnt Farm and Forest School (VFFS). to hear i:.y ing the river. The weather was perfect and the camaraderie was even better!
by Misse Axelrod : ]
We want to start a Story Proj- ) )
el 1 h ect in Roxbury: the more we Please note that this park is currently for day use only and follows “Leave No Trace”
Abstr'actt.art (t:reatlve y utsestco orls, S I?tpes’ textures, and share our stories, the more principles, as there are no trash cans on site. Please take all waste with you. Enjoy
imagination to represent external reality. we understand each other. If your park!
Usine th d o d d thei you have a story to share and
sing the garden as inspiration, students created t e would like to put it down in Earlier this spring, members of ROCOR hiked to Beaver Meadow Pond as part of
own masterpieces. VFFS also harvested flowers to build writing, contact Jane Pincus our commitment to identify accessible recreational areas within Roxbury. We were

bouunts to share with the Roxbury Food Shelf. N at aggiesmee@tds.net. armed with Green Up bags to use if needed. As it turned out, little garbage was
More info: https://vermontfarmandforestschool.org & continued on page 3




From the Town (Clerk

CORRECTION - ELECTION — NEW SELECTBOARD
POSITIONS

I gave incorrect information in the newsletter from June. At
Town Meeting, the voters of Roxbury approved adding two
additional Selectboard Members, making the Board a five-
person Board.

The voters elected Nate Donahue for a one-year term which
will expire at Town Meeting 2025. The voters elected Tim
Martin for a two-year term which will expire at Town Meet-
ing 2026.

The correction is that the Board will consist of 3 members for
3-year terms and 2 members for 2-year terms. At Town Meet-
ing in 2025, the voters will be electing a person to be Select-
person for a 2-year term and a person for a 3-year term.

Jon Guiffre resigned from the Selectboard; his term would
have expired in March of 2025. Donna French was appointed
to fill his position until Town Meeting of 2025.
Congratulations, Donna.

Thank you, Jon, for your time on the Selectboard. I enjoyed
working with you over the past few years.

SELECTBOARD MEETINGS

The Board normally meets on the first and third Monday of
each month. Meetings start at 6:30 p.m., and are held at the
Roxbury Community Hall. At times, the meeting dates are
changed; please check out the agenda. The agenda is posted
on Front Porch Forum, the Town’s website, and at the Town
Office. The meetings are recorded; the recordings are posted
on the website. The meetings are well attended by members
of the public.

At the reorganization meeting of the new 5-person board,
Rene Bouchard was elected Chair and Tim Martin was
elected Vice-Chair. Other members of the Board are Dave
McShane, Nate Donahue, and Donna French.

2024 GENERAL ELECTION
The General Election is on November 5, 2024. Per State
Law, all active voters will be sent an absentee ballot. If you

do not receive your ballot, please contact the Town Clerk at
485-7840.

You can find town documents, meeting agendas
and minutes, meeting warnings, and town gov-
ernance information at the official town website:

www.roxburyvt.orqg

The polls will open at 7 a.m. at the Town Office. Polls will
close at 7 p.m. There is a website https://mvp.vermont.gov
that allows you to keep track of your ballot. I recommend you
check out the website.

2024 DOG LICENSES

Dog licenses are now past due. There are still dogs that have
not been licensed. The amended Dog Control Ordinance re-
quires a civil fine to be issued to the owners of those unlicensed
dogs. It is Vermont Law that requires all dogs be licensed with
the Town. Please contact the Town Clerk’s Office if you have
any questions. 485-7840

TAXES

Property Taxes are due November 8, 2024. The Town accepts
postmark dates. The Town accepts credit cards for tax pay-
ments. You can access the portal through the Town’s website:
www.roxburyvt.org. The Town also offers a Direct Debit Plan;
the payment would be automatically deducted from your ac-
count on the due date. If you are interested in this plan, please
contact the Town Office at 802-485-7840.

During the week taxes are due, the Town Office will be open
until 5 p.m. on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday.

FALL HOURS

Summer hours end in September. Starting in October, the of-
fice will be open from 9 a.m. to noon/1 p.m. to 4 p.m., Tuesday
through Friday.

TOWN CLERK NEWS

The Town Clerk received a grant that will allow the purchase
of a new laptop, voting signs, and other election equipment or
purchases. The amount of the grant is $5,000.

The Town Clerk has renewed the land records program, with
some changes. The program will now be cloud-based. The
staff will be attending training sessions in the next couple of
weeks. The records will only be available to view at the Town
Office.

The ability to use credit/debit cards to pay for copies, dog and
marriage licenses, and taxes has been a success. The link to use
a credit/debit card is on the Town’s website: www.roxburyvt.

org.

HIGHWAY NEWS

The Selectboard is seeking candidates for a vacant road crew
position. The position includes summer and winter mainte-
nance of roads. It is a full-time position with mandatory over-
time hours during the winter months.

The ideal candidate will possess mechanical skills, have experi-
continued on page 7...
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Roxbury Free Library Notes

Since we are fairly overflowing with excitement, we won’t be
able to sneak the news in later and will instead share upfront
that we found out in mid-September that the RFL was awarded
a $25,000 grant from the Vermont Public Library Foundation.
Mighty big news for our library and community. The grant
provides us a considerable amount of flexibility for improving
our facilities and access to services at the RFL. The RFL board
is continuing their work on their strategic plan for the RFL and
will make facilities discussions a bigger part of their planning
than might have initially been the case. We welcome ideas and
suggestions on any of the strategic plan components and look
forward to hearing from all of you on what you would like to
see happen with the RFL facility in the future to improve the
services we can provide the community.

While we don’t have exact dates for all of the events for the
next 3 months, we do have general upcoming RFL program
news we can share here. The RFL Adult Book Club is meet-
ing again each month at the RFL and is open to everyone to
attend. We will be hosting the 10th annual Roxbury Trunk or
Treat event at the RVS parking lot on Thur. 10/31. Final details
will be announced closer to the event. The RFL Game Night
event is continuing to run with biweekly gatherings at the RFL
(typically every other Sunday at 5 p.m.). In Sept. we started

a monthly event we’ve loosely called a Socratic Lunch. The
event is multi-generational and themes cater to those attend-
ing. Think of the event as a fun and open liberal studies class
you always wanted to take because of the breadth of ideas and
group discussion involved. We had some families interested,
but could not get a date settled for everyone this fall to launch
a children’s building club. If you have children interested in
building projects please reach out. We still hope to get the Rube
Goldberg building club running, but need to find the right time
for families. With the exception of Trunk of Treat, RFL pro-
grams normally do not require an RSVP, so feel free to show up
at the last moment if that’s how you decide. Be sure to check
out the RFL website or signup for our monthly events notice
emails to keep up to date on RFL event plans.

With the help of a solid crew of volunteers, we have been able
to get many of the books from the RVS library collection into
the RFL catalog and rotating through the shelves. The RFL

children’s collection will see a dramatic growth when we are
all wrapped up with the cataloging work and will have more
than ever available to our community’s youth. Don’t miss
out.

Finally, did you know there are all kinds of ways to get in-
volved and help the RFL. It is true. You don’t even have to
come into the RFL to be of assistance (though we welcome
that too!). We know there is plenty of great talent in the com-
munity and we would be happy to help channel that talent into
great things happening in the community through the RFL.
Please reach out if you’re interested in talking about options
and thanks for considering getting involved.

We hope to see you at the library soon,

Your RFL staff: Ryan, Caitlyn, and Lisa &
roxburyfreelibrary.org | 485-6860 | librarian@roxburyfreelibrary.org

FALL LIBRARY HOURS

TUE 10:00 — 6:00
WED 8:00 —11:00
THU 2:00 — 5:00
SAT 10:00 — 3:00

“Town Clerk” continued from page 2...

ence operating heavy equipment, and possess a Class B CDL.
The Board will consider candidates who could get a CDL in a
timely manner. Roxbury offers excellent benefits. The posi-
tion will be open until filled.

If you think you would be a good fit to our small highway
department, please contact the Town Office for an application
or visit the Town’s website at www.roxburyvt.org. You may
also send your resume to townclerk@roxburyvt.org.

MORE HIGHWAY NEWS

The road crew has spent the summer months on road projects.
They have just finished the Municipal Grants-in-Aid project
of stone-line ditching on Cruickshank Road. They installed
four new culverts on Warren Mountain Road. They also com-
pleted a Better Roads Grant project of stone-line ditching on
Steele Hill Road. And, of course, they have continued their
normal duties of grading the roads, maintaining equipment,
and getting ready for winter.

VERMONT’S 250TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
The State of Vermont is inviting Towns to commemorate the
American Revolution. The celebrations start in 2025 and
extend through the founding of the Republic of Vermont in
2027. The Selectboard is seeking volunteers to help with the
celebration. If you are interested, please contact the Town
Office or a member of the Selectboard. @

=



Roxbury Newsy Vol. 9 No. 4

October-December 2024

Roxbury Village Park

by Ed Carney, member of the Roxbury Village Park Commitee

Members of the Roxbury Village Park Committee and other
volunteers have been busy maintaining the appearance of the
park and providing planned activities. Now that the leaves are
turning color and autumn is approaching, one final planned
activity will occur prior to getting the park ready for winter.

On Sunday, October 20, from 9 a.m. — 12 p.m., there will be a
Pumpkin Carving and Cider-Making Festival. Pumpkins have
been donated so that every child will have a chance to carve
one and bring it home. There will be a cider-making demon-
stration, and everyone will get to taste fresh cider! Ping-Pong,
chess, and cornhole activities will be available.

A winter activity, Lanterns in the Park, will be planned once
we have sufficient snow on the ground.

A battery-operated Bose sound-system has been acquired
for the park and can be used by individuals and groups for
planned activities. Access of this equipment is through the
Park Committee and the Town Clerk.

The maintenance of the walkway in the park has presented an
ongoing problem due to weed growth. The plan is to add an
improved surface to make the walkway ADA approved and
easier to maintain.

The Park Committee always welcomes suggestions for activi-
ties in the park, as well as volunteers for maintaining the park
landscape. &

Roxbury Food Shelf: The Food Shelf is open
every Wednesday from 12pm-1:30pm. Individuals in
need of food can contact Claire Chomentowski at (802)
485-7779. She will let you know how food may be picked
up or, if necessary, delivered.

Calling all Roxbury Kids !

Tell us what you did this year! Got a story to share? We
want your artwork, poetry, photos, and writing to publish
in the next Newsy.

Send it to librarian@roxburyfreelibrary.org

Roxbury Senior Lunches have resumed
at the Community Hall and Senior
Center on Mondays at noon. Please
contact Jdack Cashman at 485-8915

to reserve a meal. Watch for menu
postings on FPF!

1z

Roxbury Community Crafters

by Debra Rogler, RCC Communications

Hello fellow crafters! Roxbury Community Crafters is so
excited to begin our 3rd season of community crafting on
Saturdays, with Framed Wooden Jigsaw Puzzle making on
Saturday, 9/14. Additional classes included in our line up
are listed below:
9/28—Hanging up the Gardening Hat
10/5—Basket Making with Carma Flowers (10 a.m.-
4 p.m.)
10/12—Field Trip to Salt & Sand Studio, Warren, glass-
blowing
10/19—O0gee Design
10/26—Rug Hooking (owl) with Sandy Grant, profes
sional artist, Part [ (9 a.m.-12 p.m.; 2-day class)
11/2—Twine Wrapped Stars & Holiday Decorations
11/9—Rug Hooking (owl) with Sandy Grant, Part 11
(9 am.-12 p.m)
11/30—Mandala Ornaments
12/7—Paper Quilling
So much more to come in Jan 2025...stay tuned!

All classes are held at

the Roxbury Community
Center, Roxbury Village,
with the exception of a
special field trip to the Salt
& Sand studio in Warren
on October 12 (see above).
All classes are open to
Roxbury residents, 18+ and
any open seats are offered
to non-Roxbury residents
the Wednesday before each
class. We are proud to
offer these classes free of
charge or at cost for sup-
plies. Donations are always
welcome.

Owl Design by Sandy Grant
(Classes 10/26 &11/9)

Also, Roxbury Community Crafters is branching out! Be
sure to look for RCC’s participation in St. John the Evan-
gelist Craft Fair, to be held on 11/16 & 17, Northfield, VT.
Please check out and sign up for classes at our website:
www.roxburyvt.com @

Got a Roxbury-based business? Tell your neighbors about it in the Newsy!
There is also a full listing of town businesses on the official town website,
https://roxburyvt.org/roxburyvt-local-businesses/
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VEC Celebrates One Year

by Michelle Hogle Acciavatti

Vermont Forest Cemetery (VFC) is celebrating its one-year an-
niversary with a special event on Saturday, October 12th, from
12-5p.m. There will be a tour and soil workshop as well as mu-
sicians, poets, and art, and caskets and shrouds on display in the
forest. Vermont Forest Cemetery board members and volunteers
will be on hand to answer questions. Light refreshments will be
available in the parking area. Come for an hour or stay for the

day! Visit cemetery.eco to learn more. Email info@cemetery.
eco with questions. (-1}

“ROCOR;” continued from front page...

found other than 5 tires,
located near the small
parking area. These were
removed by some of the
committee members.

Beaver Meadow Pond is a
= lovely, pristine pond cre-

: G ¥ ated by the Civilian Con-
The river bench at Third Branch Park Se€rvation COI‘p n 1933,
for the dual purpose of providing recreational opportunities and
wildlife habitat. It is part of the Roxbury State Forest, Cram
Hill section. Several endangered or threatened plant species
including Pitcher plants and Closed Gentian can be found there.
The pond is approximately 5 acres in size, and was created by
the construction of a 96’ concrete gravity dam on its western
edge. The dam itself is currently in disrepair and, at this writing,
the decision, to be made by its owner (VT Forestry, Parks and
Recreation), to repair, replace, -
or remove has not been made.
The dam is classified as a

low hazard potential. There
had once been an Adirondack
lean-to, built approximately at
the same time, which is now
nonexistent. The lean-to site is
at the pond’s northern edge.

View of Beaver Meadow Pond

Beaver Meadow Pond offers a fairly easy walk for access to
fishing and picnicking. No trash cans or other amenities are
available. Please “Leave No Trace” and take your trash with
you. Beaver Meadow Pond is located a short walk (5 minutes)
from the pull-off located on the western side of Beaver Meadow
Road. Currently there are no trail markers, however it is easy to
follow.

Interested in volunteering with ROCOR? We would love to

have you join us! Contact Debra: roglerdebra@gmail.com @

Roxbury Roots

by Jillian Abraham, Roxbury Roots Steering Committee

Roxbury Roots is cooking up something special! Get ready to
spice up your kitchen with their upcoming cookbook, featur-
ing all those delicious recipes you’ve been enjoying at the
monthly gatherings. This cookbook will not only bring those
dishes right into your home but also make for perfect gifts for
friends and family!

Roxbury Roots wants your creativity to shine in this project.
Throughout October, they are inviting local artists and aspir-
ing illustrators to submit their artwork to be included in the
cookbook. Who knows? Your masterpiece might even grace
the cover!

How to Participate:

Create your best art piece that captures the spirit of Roxbury
and the food you love. You can leave your artwork at the post
office, in the recipe collection box, or mail it directly to Jillian
Abraham at PO Box 48, Roxbury, VT 05669.

So grab your paint brushes, pencils, or whatever medium
inspires you, and let’s make this cookbook a true community
treasure! Let’s celebrate food, art, and togetherness—one
recipe at a time! https://roxburyrootsvt.weebly.com @

NOXDURT TOWI MALL




MRPS Update, Fall 2024
(Montpelier-Roxbury Public Schools)

Rhett Williams, MRPS Board Member for Roxbury

Hello, Roxbury. The 2024/2025 school year started on
August 28th. It was the first time in 170 years that Roxbury’s
elementary students did not grace the halls of the Village
School. The loss is impossible to adequately describe. We
bow our heads in honor of every person who worked with
Roxbury children at the Roxbury Village School, every child
who grew up in that space, and every person who mourns the
loss to our town.

And so we move forward. Every morning, the dew is on our
rearview mirrors. And it is 80 degrees again by 3p.m.

The Roxbury Village School Transition Committee

worked over the summer in an effort to identify areas for
improvement, and to improve those areas prior to the start of
the school year. The group identified busing, afterschool, and
the future of RVS as priorities.

The busing effort resulted in two buses going to and from
Roxbury, which significantly shortened bus times. An East
Roxbury bus extends from Tenney Rd and Steele Hill Rd to
Bull Run, and then goes to Union Elementary. The second

bus covers the Roxbury Village and then heads to UES.
During the first two weeks of school, families reported a lot of
satisfaction in this adjustment because it nearly halved busing
times for students who attended MSMS, MHS, and CVCC
last year.

Because successfully employing bus drivers is difficult, as
I write this, Roxbury has one bus for the Village and East
Roxbury, which nearly doubles transportation times even
for our youngest learners. This circumstance is infuriating.
And yet, it is not in the control of the school board, or our
superintendent. And so we move forward. We expect a new
bus driver, and a return to two bus routes in Roxbury, in the
next few weeks.

The late bus, which previously went only as far as the Lover’s
Lane Mobil, now arrives at RVS at approximately 5:30 daily.
Ridership of the late bus last year was 1 or 2 kids. This year
there are consistently 5 to 8 students who have been engaged
with their peers in Montpelier and are successfully returned to
their families in the Village. A late bus that stops in the village
makes sense, and it is happening.

The most recent superintendent report directly addresses
efforts that have been made to welcome Roxbury elementary
students to Union Elementary. Roxbury students are in a

lunch group or playgroup with a counselor in order to create

a sense of belonging and develop relationships. When lunch
groups/playgroups are over, our resiliency team can provide
additional support when needed. Counselors and grade-level
teachers share information using Panorama and make additional
referrals to the resiliency team if necessary. Belonging is a
major focus of this school year. UES had a faculty meeting on
Monday (9/9), talking about belonging and how to ensure all
learners feel a sense of belonging across spaces at UES.

Number two on the RVS Transition Committee list is after-
school programming at RVS. Because of the commitment and
capacities of amazing and incredible educators, an after-school
program at RVS has been established Tuesdays, Wednesdays,
and Thursdays. Currently 40 students are enrolled, including
homeschooled students and students who attend Main Street
Middle School. The initial reaction from Roxbury families is
overwhelmingly positive. It is possible the after-school program
in the fall of 2024 is the most inclusive educational opportunity
Roxbury has seen in decades.

The third priority of the RVS TC was the future of Roxbury
Village School. That work is more appropriately in the hands
of the larger MRPS School Board, after executing a transparent
process, and the Roxbury Select Board.

The three most important functions of the MRPS School
Board are 1. district budget, 2. district policy, 3. evaluation

of the superintendent. The board is implementing a process

for making big decisions that are outside of normal board
functions. The process includes asking questions to get the best
possible answers regarding aspects of the decision affecting
the budget, students, staff, and the community. After possible
answers to those questions are presented publicly, the board
will solicit input from the community. Then the board will vote
on a decision. If more work is needed or if the decision involves
a large expenditure, a public vote might be initiated.

The future of the Roxbury Village School is a decision that

is a budget decision, is outside of our typical budget, and
depends on the willingness of the Roxbury Select Board to take
ownership of the building. The Select Board has requested

and received information about the costs of maintaining RVS.
Taking ownership of the building would mean an increase

to Roxbury taxes, at least initially, as sources of revenue are
identified. If you would like Roxbury to take ownership of RVS
and accept a possible tax increase, I suggest you make your
opinion known to Roxbury Select Board members.

At Montpelier High School, improvements are being made to
the track. After walking back an intention to build a modern
track at MHS, the board invested a smaller portion of fund

balance dollars to improve the track. Track is the most popular
continued next page...
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Planning Commission

by Elizabeth Carney, Chair

The Roxbury Planning Commission hosted the Kick-off meet-
ing on August 27th for the proposed Roxbury Village Center
Revitalization Project funded by a Municipal Planning Grant.
In attendance were members of the Roxbury Planning Commis-
sion, consultants Steve Kredell and Gregg Gossens from gbAr-
chitecture, and Peter Fairweather from Fairweather Consulting.
Also attending were Gerry D’ Amico and Elaine Toohey, repre-
senting Central Vermont Regional Planning Commission.
Discussions included roles, responsibilities, and the scope and
schedule of the project. Members of the RPC presented updat-
ed information on the current status of the Roxbury school.

On September 5, Elizabeth Carney and Rene Bouchard accom-
panied Peter Fairweather on a walking tour of the village center
of Roxbury, which included opportunities to enter most of the
town-owned buildings, the Roxbury Union Congregational
Church, and the Roxbury Community Trust building now hous-
ing Sirak Woodworking.

As work on this project progresses there will be opportunities
for more community involvement, to be announced in Front
Porch Forum and on the town website.

The planning commission is also awaiting updated information
on the application for participation in the Vermont Council on
Rural Development’s Community Visit Program. &

“MRPS” continued from previous page...

sport in Montpelier, attracting more than 100 student athletes at
MSMS and MHS. It is healthy, fosters physical and emotional
wellness, camaraderie, team spirit, and it is vastly accessible

to athletes of all shapes, sizes, and capabilities. Concrete has
been poured for throwing pads and safety netting. The Public
Announcement system has been improved. Wood edging has
been removed from the track perimeter, and bid and permitting
documents will go out soon for a new high jump area.
Additionally, over the summer, new roofs were installed over
the cafeteria and the auditorium at MHS.

The process of losing our elementary school has been horrible.
It has been a living nightmare for me. Every - single - board -
member - has verbalized a desire that the future of the Roxbury
Village School is determined by the Roxbury community.

No one wants to harm another family or community. We can
and should continue to care for our neighbors, even when our
neighbors disagree with us or let us down.

Rhett
Rhett Williams (802) 324 1180 (thettwilliams@mpsvt.org) @

Roxbury Caregivers Group

by Chris Dorer, Kasey Katham, and Kelly Guardino.

The Roxbury Caregivers Group (PTO) has dissolved for the
most part since the end of the last school year, though a few
of us are still in conversation. The group continues to hold a
bank account and has about $900 in the account, which has
been collected through various fundraisers and contributions
from MRPS Partners in Education (PIE) group. This money
will remain available to support the students who attended
RVS and are now attending Union Elementary. If you have
ideas, let us know. If the money is not used, eventually it will
be used to support caregiver group activities at Union El-
ementary School.

Members of the community that have played a part in the
group or hope to be involved with the caregiver group are
encouraged to connect with the MRPS PIE group and the
individual caregiver groups at each of the MRPS schools
(Union Elementary, Main Street Middle School, and Montpe-
lier High School).

The PIE group works with the individual school caregiver
groups and the school staff in the MRPS District to iden-

tify areas of need that are outside of the school budget. PIE
connects with local organizations and community members,
raises funds from individuals and businesses, and hosts events
like the annual Montpelier Fall Festival, staff appreciation
events, and charitable giving.To learn more check out the PIE
Website by clicking this link: https://www.mrpspie.org/.

One of PIE’s upcoming events is the Montpelier Fall Festival:
Saturday Sept 28, 2024 - 12-4p.m. The annual Montpelier
Fall Festival is a free, city-wide event celebrating our com-
munity spirit and commitment to our public schools. 2024
will include the popular 1-mile Fun Run, live music, local
crafts, games on the lawn, delicious local food, and much
more! Since its inception in 2016, the MFF has raised over
$70,000 for MRPS PIE, and is fueled by family and commu-
nity volunteers. The Festival has become a favorite activity
for students, staff, and families. Each year, festival attendance

grows, and PIE anticipates approximately 1,500 in 2024! &

Important School Board
Meeting at RVS!
on October 2, 2024 @&:30pm

there will be an MRPS Board Meeting
held in our Roxbury Town Hall. The open

Communilty Forum starts ab 7me
Please attend ¥ you can, and voice
?our conceris and thoughts direc&tg to

he School Roard




