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Mesquita, Jane Pincus, and Heidi Albright for 
compiling, editing, and designing this issue of 
the Newsy!   We hope you enjoy it. 
© 2025 Roxbury Newsy

Selectboard News
by the Roxbury Selectboard: 

René Bouchard, Tim Martin, Dave McShane, Nate Donahue, and Donna French

The Selectboard has received a letter from the Montpelier-Roxbury School Board offering 
to sell the old Roxbury Village School (RVS) back to the Town. The good news is this will 
once again give the Town sole control of our Town Hall. The bad news is there appears to be 
no looking back on the school board’s decision last budget cycle to bus Roxbury children to 
Montpelier.

The Selectboard has had many discussions at our meetings and amongst it’s members about 
buying back RVS for the $1, as per the original merger agreement. We are glad to get owner-
ship of the Town Hall, but we are also keen to seek advisory guidance from residents on what 
to do with the rest of the building and land. 
To that end, we have  prepared a voter discussion document which you will find on the home 
page of the Town website: https://roxburyvt.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/rvs_selectboard
discussionreport_17dec24b.pdf
At this point, whilst open to considering alternatives, the Selectboard sees the main viable 
voter options as being (listed in no order of importance):

1. Keep the Town Hall, at a minimum, and sell the rest of the building and land.
2. Consolidate Roxbury municipal functions under the single RVS roof: the Library, the

Town Office, the Community Hall / Senior Center and the Historical Society. Then,
either sell or lease out the smaller buildings left empty by taking this option.

3. Keep the Town Hall and commercial kitchen as available Town resources and lease out
some or all of the remaining space.
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continued next page...

The Newsy always welcomes new 
contributors. Please let us know 
if you have anything you’d like to 
share with the community, and we 
can get it into the next issue. Send 
questions and content to librarian@
roxburyfreelibrary.org.

Good things are happening in Roxbury… 
Green Mountain Solar installing roof panels at the Roxbury Volunteer Fire Station on a chilly December 6th, 2024Field Notes, Vol. 1

by Rachel Field

When I try to describe Roxbury, Vermont, to friends and 
family, I usually end up mentioning that it’s mostly a mountain 
with every type of human imaginable living on or around it. The 
wildness, the diversity, and the vibrant characters that make up 
this little village never cease to amaze and inspire me. In the 
coming months, I am taking out my notebook and wandering the 
woods with neighbors in an effort to share our stories. Nobody 
ends up in Roxbury, VT, by accident. Something drew each of us 
here or kept us here, and I’m eager to learn what it is!

For this inaugural column, I’ve reached out to Katie 
Orcutt, a Roxbury resident since 2020, who moved here after 
nearly two decades working all over the world. She was “drawn 
by Vermont’s mountains, salt-of-the-earth people, and slow pace 
of life.” Her timing couldn’t have been better, because, with 
the pandemic causing a national upheaval in employment, she 
had the opportunity to move away from Montreal, change jobs, 
and “plant roots in this lovely slice of land here.” The mountain 
may have drawn Katie to Roxbury, but it was the people—well, 
perhaps the person—who makes her story so lovely. I asked 
her what life was like after moving here from Montreal and she 
replied: “I built a farm to retire rescue horses, and then…fell in 
love with my neighbor. At first, we traded goats’ milk for honey, 
blueberries for maple syrup. The rest was history!” A couple of 
years later, Katie and Brock are in the same house, with a few 

Wake up Gloucester 
Vermont playwright and Roxbury resident Jeanne Beckwith is 
happy to announce that The Valley Players in Waitsfield, Ver-
mont, will present a fully staged reading of her full-length play, 
Wake Up Gloucester, February 7-16: Fridays and Saturdays at 7 
p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m.

The story takes place in late August 1939, and deals with the 
lives, hopes, loves, and fears of a group of people who come 
together at The Dancing Duck, a tavern in Gloucester, Mas-
sachusetts. For more information, please go to: https://www.
valleyplayers.com 

rescue horses, goats, and chickens, and their family has grown to 
include two babies. I wondered what it is that makes her life so 
special, and Katie said, “Warmth and community. The same quali-
ties that sum up Roxbury quite well. From good friendships to the 
family I’ve made, I owe a lot to this sweet little town.”

As we move through another winter and the snow gath-
ers in the hemlock groves off Rice Tract Rd, I wonder what it is 
that keeps each of us warm on these long winter days. I hope, as it 
is for Katie and Brock, that your home is filled with warmth and 
love, and that you have the chance to get out on the mountain and 
explore what makes Roxbury so special.
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From the Town Clerk
2024 TOWN MEETING 
Town Meeting is on March 4th.  The deadline to submit petitions 
to have an article on the Town Meeting Warning is January 16.  
The petition must have 30 Roxbury Voter signatures.  The deadline 
to submit petitions for office is January 27th.  The petition must 
have 6 Roxbury Voter signatures.  A list of openings will be posted 
on the website and in town.

Town Meeting will be held at the Town Hall (Village School).  In-
person Town Meeting will start at 10 a.m.  Australian Ballot Voting 
will be from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.

2024 GENERAL ELECTION RESULTS 
457 votes were cast for the November 5th election. 377 votes were 
by absentee, 77 votes were in person. State Senators elected are:  
Ann Cummings, Andrew Perchlik, and Anne Watson. State Repre-
sentatives elected are: Jay Hooper and Larry Satcowitz.

You may reach out to your Senators and Representatives at:
Senator Ann Cummings – acummings@leg.state.vt.us
Senator Andrew Perchlik – aperchlik@leg.state.vt.us
Senator Ann Watson – awatson@leg.state.vt.us
Representative Jay Hooper – JHooper@leg.state.vt.us
Representative Larry Satcowitz – lsatcowitz@leg.state.vt.us
They all can be reached at (802) 828-2228.

2025 JUSTICE OF PEACE 
The voters elected Amy Barrett, Jerry D’Amico, Bill Hansen, Sally 
Kirn, and Sue Nevins to the position of Justice of Peace.
Wade Holt chose not to seek re-election.  Thank you, Wade, for 
your service as one of Roxbury’s JPs.  

TAXES 
Third installment of property taxes is due on February 14, 2025.
The Town Office will be open until 5 p.m. on Wednesday, Thurs-
day, and Friday of the week that taxes are due. Normal office hours 
are Tuesday–Friday, 9 a.m.–noon/1 p.m.– 4 p.m.

2025 DOG LICENSES 
Dogs are required to be licensed annually by April 1st. The Rabies 
Clinic has not been scheduled at this time. A notice will be posted 
on the website, in Town Report, and in town if a clinic will be held, 
announcing the day and time.

As of January 1st, dog license fees have increased. In 2024, the 
Vermont Legislature increased the fee to be collected for the State 
of Vermont Rabies Control Program from $1 to $3. That raises the 
total the Town Clerk must collect to $11 for neutered or spayed 
dogs and $15 for unneutered ones registered by April 1st, of which 
$7 must be remitted to the State. If licensed after April 1st, the fee 
will increase $2, so a neutered or spayed dog will cost $13 and 
unneutered dogs will cost $19. Please contact the Town Clerk for 
more information.

Roxbury Free Library Notes
Happy New Year, Roxbury!
	 While we are just as excited as you about the year in front 
of us, we want to start off by remembering some of the positive 
moments from 2024.  Obviously, the 90th celebration of the RFL 
building was a positive memory of 2024, but so was our success in 
grant writing last year.  We’ve already reported on several awards 
we were grateful to have received in 2024, but we are excited to 
have a chance to announce another here, for the first time.  In early 
December, we found out we were awarded a $5,000 grant from 
the John Henry Eldred Jr. Foundation, to support our children’s 
collection.  The generous grant will go toward growing some parts 
of our youth collection that could use some help.  Do you have any 
interest in getting involved with our work on executing this grant?  
If so, please reach out, we’d be happy to have some extra hands on 
board as we start the work this winter.  While that is in the works, 
we also expect to give a trial run of “reopening” the RVS library 
a few times a month this winter and spring.  More details will be 
forthcoming, but once we get some more of our cataloging work 
buttoned up in early Jan., we anticipate trying to “be open” at the 
former RVS library at dismissal time for the Afterschool program.  
Please let us know if you have any interest or questions about this 
opportunity.  A final operational note—the RFL Board of Trustees 
has been diligent with their work on an updated RFL Strategic 
Plan, and are optimistic that by Town Meeting 2025 they’ll have 
some well-informed goals and plans for the future direction of the 
RFL.  We’re always open to receiving feedback and suggestions 
about the RFL services, so reach out anytime to talk about how the 
RFL is serving you.    
	 How can the RFL serve you?  Simply stop in sometime 
and find your new favorite book (winter and spring hours:  Tue. 
10:00-6:00; Wed. 8:00-11:00; Thur.  2:00-5:00; and Sat. 10:00-
3:00).  Not a reader? Swing by for an upcoming informational or 
entertainment program for free.  In mid January, the Roxbury Book 
Club is meeting to discuss Annie Seyler’s book, The Wisdom of 
Winter.  Other upcoming Book Club winter reads includes How to 
Say Babylon, by Safia Sinclair, and Light Eaters, by Zöe Schlanger.  
The Game Night has continued to meet every other week for the 
past year.  Jan. 12th will be the next time the group convenes, and 
you can expect to find them at RFL every other week after that. 
We expect to be hosting more children’s and adult programs each 
month this winter and spring, but don’t have finalized details to 
advertise here yet.  So, keep an eye on the RFL website for all the 
upcoming fun at the RFL (roxburyfreelibrary.org).  As we start 
2025, we have more than 1.4 million items available to everyone 

UPDATE ON GRANT FOR ELECTION EXPENSES
The Town Clerk applied for a grant through the Center for Tech 
and Civic Life, and received $5,000 to help with planning, 
operations, and security of elections. With these funds, the Town 
Clerk purchased a new laptop with IT help and laptop case, two 
cabinets and a set of shelves for storage of election supplies, a 
rolling cart for transporting election supplies, a variety of signs, 
and an air purifier.  The Town received this grant a few years 
ago. The grant helps Towns purchase items that they wouldn’t 
normally be able to purchase. The funds cannot be used on 
already budgeted items. 

Be safe this winter, and may 2025 bring you much happiness.

“Town Clerk”  continued from page 2...

Winter Library hours
  

Tue  10:00 – 6:00
Wed 8:00 – 11:00
Thu  2:00 – 5:00
Sat  10:00 – 3:00

in our community.  Where else in Roxbury can you still find free 
COVID-19 testing kits and passes to get you free admission to 
local museums?  Don’t be shy, come enjoy all that is available to 
you through the RFL.  Don’t want to come in?  We can help you 
connect with all the digital services available through the RFL as 
well, just ask. 
  
From all of us at the RFL, all the best to you in 2025,
Your RFL staff: Ryan, Caitlyn, and Lisa, and the RFL Trustees

roxburyfreelibrary.org   |  librarian@roxburyfreelibrary.org
(802) 485-6860

You can find town documents, meeting agendas 
and minutes, meeting warnings, and town gov-
ernance information at the official town website: 

www.roxburyvt.org

The Selectboard is strongly in favor of seeing that voters have a 
voice in this decision, as an empty building has operating costs 
that we would all need to absorb. We intend to host a public 
information session on these options as we move toward Town 
Meeting, and encourage all to attend if you can. There will also 
be information on the Town website as it becomes available.

If you have any comments, questions, or concerns, please write 
the Roxbury Selectboard at roxburytown@roxburyvt.org.

On another note, Green Mountain Solar (GMS) has been busy 
installing solar panels on the Fire Station roof. Luckily for Rox-
bury, GMS is a Vermont company, so they took a little snow in 
stride and safely pressed on (see photo). Per our Energy Coordi-
nator, Nick, these panels should offset all current electrical us-
age. Though the Town costs won’t go to zero, due to those pesky 
additional charges, over time, taxpayers are expected to realize 
many tens of thousands of dollars in savings.

 “Selectboard News,” continued from front page...

Community Visit Coming to 
Roxbury in 2025! 
The Vermont Council on Rural Development is excited to have 
been invited by the Roxbury Selectboard to work in the Town of 
Roxbury in 2025, through our Community Visit Program.

VCRD is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization dedicated to 
the support of the locally-defined progress of Vermont’s rural 
communities. The Community Visit process is a 3-month process 
that brings community members together to actively participate 
in examining issues, deciding top priorities, and developing 
action plans for the future of the town. VCRD provides the 
overall structure and neutral facilitation each step of the way. 
The Community Visit program has been used in over 80 towns 
across the state.

The process will run from February through April, with 3 public 
meetings which will provide opportunities to think together with 
neighbors about the future of the town and enjoy free dinner! 
More information with dates and details will be circulated in late 
January, including a town-wide mailing, flyers posted around 
town, Front Porch Forum posts, and more.

For additional information, you can visit https://www.vtrural.
org/community-visits/, and contact Alyssa Johnson, Community 
Visit Program Manager at 802-222-6896 or alyssa@vtrural.org. 
We look forward to working with you!

Planning Commission
by Elizabeth Carney, Chair

The Roxbury Planning Commission continued its work on the 
Roxbury Village Center Revitalization Project, funded by a 
Municipal Planning Grant, with the consultants from gbArchi-
tecture, Steve Kredell, Gregg Gossens, and  Peter Fairweather, 
with a review of their site analyses of Roxbury Village. These 
included maps showing community facilities, retail and pedes-
trian access, land use, flood zones, and building density.  With 
input from members of the planning commission, revision of 
these maps will be made. 
 
As work on this project progresses into 2025, there will be op-
portunities for more community involvement announced in Front 
Porch Forum and on the town website.

“RFL Notes”  continued from previous column...

                continued next column...roxbury
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Congregational Church
by Claire Chomentowski

Greetings, Roxbury friends and neighbors,   
	 If you’ve stopped by the library recently or visited 
the food shelf, you may have noticed a worn and weathered 
asphalt shingle on the ground, obviously having toppled from its 
preferred perch: our church roof.  Oops, funny how that happens.  
Oh, and look, there’s a couple more: eek, it’s a mass migration!
	 I’m not sure how long this little roof disrobement 
has been going on, and perhaps I’ve been casting a blind eye, 
because, well, how can such an aggravating (and costly) problem 
like that be solved without a very hefty funding source?  That’s 
when a nearby neighbor tipped me off to a possible solution: 
the Vermont Preservation Trust.  We’ll be applying for a grant 
next October, and even if we are fortunate enough to be awarded 
one, the caveat is that all of their grants are matching grants; 
they are most likely to consider those causes which have strong 
community support.
	 If you don’t attend our services regularly, you might 
think you needn’t have a vested interest in the church building.  
I encourage you to think again.  We’ve been operating the 
Roxbury Food Shelf from the church for the past 28 years, 
supporting local mission causes, and hosting community pot 
lucks for nearly that long.  We’ve sponsored educational events 
along with dozens of free concerts over the years, and (forgive 
me for boasting) the acoustics in the sanctuary are absolutely 
heavenly!  The church has gladly offered sustenance to hundreds 
of hardworking Green Up participants for the past two decades, 
and our rummage sale is a fixture in the town’s July 4th line-
up.  And our candlelight service is the place to be, if you’re in 
Roxbury on Christmas Eve.
	 Aside from its present day functionality, the Roxbury 
Church is probably the historical pillar of our town.  The church 
body was organized in 1838, and the building dates from the 
Reconstruction Era following the Civil War.  If your roots are 
in Roxbury, it’s likely many of your ancestors were baptized or 
married in the church, or had their funerals observed there.  All 
of these rituals are still being performed in our church today.  
And the aesthetic value of the church only grows with the 
passing years.  Can anyone fail to be moved by the sight of the 
gleaming steeple piercing the sky, or the sound of the church 
bells, heard for miles around, heralding yet another Sunday 
morning?
	 Jackson Evans, Field Service Representative of the 
Vermont Preservation Trust, has taken an interest in our church, 
and so have Norwich students of Civil Engineering Professor 
Adam Sevi, who have made the church their senior project.  I 
hope you, too, will consider helping us preserve our church and 
support all the ways we can be of service to our community.  
	 Donations can be addressed to the Roxbury Church, 
P.O. Box 322.   And thank you!                                                      

Roxbury Roots
by Kristen Getler, Roxbury Roots Steering Committee

We’ve joked ... Roxbury Roots, “The Best Restaurant in Roxbury!” 
If you’ve come to a Roxbury Roots supper, we hope you feel the 
same. :) We are feeling very grateful as 2024 comes to a close. 
Roxbury Roots would like to thank  all who have come out for a 
community supper and filled our community spaces with cheer 
and connection. Thank you to all of our volunteers, from the food 
preppers to the tablesetters to the dishwashers, who come together 
to make these dinners possible. We’ve calculated that it takes about 
50 volunteer hours to make it happen—so THANK YOU VOLUN-
TEERS, for lending your time and energy!
	 To those of you who have not made it to our monthly sup-
per yet, here is a rundown on Roxbury Roots and a hearty reminder 
that ALL ARE WELCOME. From time to time, you can still see a 
vintage Roxbury Roots t-shirt walking around town, printed some 
15 years ago when the Roots monthly community potlucks began. 
In that time, you also would’ve seen Roots members with hand-
painted signs marching in Roxbury’s Fourth of July parade. The 
group was founded on the idea that healthy food and healthy farms 
make way for healthy communities, and the stronger the connec-
tions between those pieces, the better off we are. Sadly, potlucks 
fizzled out when COVID came to town, but Roots surged back in 
2023. 
	 Since November 2023, Roxbury Roots’ primary focus has 
been hosting free “come one, come all” community suppers the last 
Friday of every month. By the time this Newsy is published, we 
will have hosted 14 free community suppers. The monthly com-
munity meal serves as a vibrant hub where neighbors of all ages 
can connect and enjoy each other’s company. We started out at the 
Community Hall/Senior Center, but with 65+ people coming to 
dinner each month, we outgrew the space and had to size up to our 
Town Hall at the Roxbury Village School. 
	 If you’ve been to a supper, you know it’s quite the spread. 
Tables are dressed with tablecloths, candles, and flowers, and the 
buffet is long. Our menus change each month, but have included 
dishes such as maple cinnamon roasted winter squash, chicken 
vegetable soup, frittata, apple cake, and blackberry apple crisp. 
We usually have salad and bread with herbed oil/butter, as well as 
a pasta dish. We try to keep it interesting and make the best use of 
seasonal produce.
	 On the afternoon and evening before, volunteers gather 
at the Community Hall to begin preparing dishes; this is a lively 
affair, with lots of opportunity to catch up with neighbors. Recipes 
are largely made with fresh ingredients sourced from local Vermont 
farms through Community Harvest of Central Vermont; Commu-
nity Harvest is a regional gleaning initiative that organizes vol-
unteers to go to local farms and food producers to pick, wash, 
and store produce and other items (e.g. bread) that won’t go to 
market. We owe a huge THANK YOU to Randy at the Roxbury 
Country Store for donating all the last minute staples we need 
to complete our dinners, and to Community Harvest for creating 
access to an abundance of foods from local farms!

	 In addition to the suppers and sending folks home 
with as many leftovers as they will take, a primary focus for 
us is delivering some of the prepared food to our Roxbury 
Food Shelf, located on the lower floor of the Roxbury Union 
Congregational Church and coordinated by Claire Chomen-
towski. Since June, Roxbury Roots has prepared 140 pack-
aged meals for the Roxbury Food Shelf. For more information 
about the food shelf, contact Claire Chomentowski at (802) 
485-7779, or stop in on Wednesdays from 12–1 p.m. 
	 The current Roxbury Roots Steering Committee is 
made up of eight volunteer community members including 
Ben Pincus, Heather Holter, Heidi Albright, Jillian Abraham, 
Karen Tassinari, Kristen Getler, Liva Coe, and Misse Axelrod. 
Jillian serves as the Roxbury Roots Coordinator, a grant-
funded, part-time role that keeps the group organized and 
moving forward. Otherwise, we are entirely fueled by volun-
teer energy. Interested in joining the volunteer effort? We are 
seeking support with outreach and promotion of dinners and 
volunteer opportunities, organizing activities for youth dur-
ing our community suppers, grant writing, and coordination 
of food preservation community work parties; opportunities 
abound. Please send an email to roxburyrootsvt@gmail.com 
to share your interest!
	 Vermont Farm and Forest School (VFFS) serves as 
our fiscal sponsor when we pursue grants; thank you VFFS 
for serving in this essential role! Since October 2023, the 
Roots Steering Committee has applied for several grants, and 
were awarded 6, totaling ~$14,400! Many thanks to Lawson’s 
Finest Liquids, Vermont Community Foundation, Vermont 
Food Bank, Walmart, the New England Grassroots Fund, 
and Ben & Jerry’s Community Action Team Fund,  as well 
Hunger Mountain Coop and Tops Market for gift cards. Next 
up, we will be submitting grant requests to Northfield Savings 
Bank and North Country Federal Grant. Additionally, we have 
received $925 in personal donations—thank you, Community, 
for your generosity. If anyone is interested in making a dona-
tion to Roxbury Roots, you can do so via our website: https://
roxburyrootsvt.weebly.com/. Currently, all our funds go to 
provisions, supplies, coordinator stipend, and equipment to 
support monthly community suppers and our contributions to 
the Roxbury Food Shelf. At the November supper, Roots so-
licited feedback from community members, and we received 
requests to expand by offering workshops and other seasonal/
monthly events around food, fun, and education, so we will 
be focusing on that as well.
	 Our next three community suppers will take place at 
the Town Hall at RVS: Friday, January 31st;  February 14th 
(tentative, in collaboration with the Community Visit pro-
gram); and Friday, March 28th. All dinners go from 5–7p.m. 	
Strong roots make for strong trees. It’s our hope that these 
community suppers create strong connections between us, so 
that we can be a thriving community for years to come. We 
hope to see all you Roxburians soon at a future supper!

Roxbury Community Crafters
Season 3, Winter Session, by Debra Rogler
 
Roxbury Community Crafters (RCC) has met throughout this past 
fall, crafting once a week at the Roxbury Community Center, with 
many new crafters signing up each week. It should be mentioned 
that since its creation, a little over 2 1/2 years ago, RCC has held 
over 50 classes, many with waiting lists! Can you believe it?!!
	 We are now entering our Winter Session—and what a va-
riety of classes we are able to offer!  We have engaged some very 
talented instructors to help us craft the winter blues away, or at the 
very least offer an alternative to playing in the snow.

January  11 — Basic Knitting Class
	  25 — Send Love to Your Favorite Valentine (cork craft)
February  1 — Ribbon Embroider a Winter Hat
	    8 — Felted Buddies (dry felting)
	  15 — Pinecone Flowers
	  22 — Cardmaking	
March	    1 — Sew Wonderful Treasure Bag
	    8 — Bird Mobile Upscaled Upcycle		

It should be noted that Roxbury residents always have first dibs, 
then registration opens up to everyone else on the Wednesday be-
fore each class. Most classes are held on Saturdays at the Roxbury 
Community Center, keeping the cost minimal, usually just the cost 
of supplies, with the instructors donating their time. Donations are 
always welcome.  
	 So, if you haven’t tried a class yet, we encourage you to 
do so.  Signing up is easy. Go to www.roxburyvt.com, choose a 
class (or classes),  and hit “RSVP.” Done!
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Example of the March sewing project, by Debra Rogler

Roxbury Food Shelf: open every Wednesday 
from 12pm-1:30pm. Individuals in need of food can contact 
Claire Chomentowski at  (802) 485-7779. 

if you feel like you could use some support filling your fridge 
this winter, please remember that the Roxbury Food Shelf is open 
Wednesdays from 12–1:00 p.m. It is located on the ground level of 
the Roxbury Union Congregational Church (483 Roxbury Rd.). Its 
entrance is located across the driveway from the side door of the 
Roxbury Free Library. Thanks always to Claire Chomentowski for 
her incredible stewardship of this food pantry and her service to 
the Roxbury community. Thank you to Saul, Sammy, and Ellison. 
We are proud and grateful to have these young leaders representing 
our community and the school, and keeping our food shelf stocked 
with delicious prepared foods!

“Students Support Food Shelf ” continued from page 5...
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more to educate). Revisions of this nature can mean a difference 
of hundreds of thousands for our budget. The school board is 
resolved to hope for the best but prepare for the worst. The board 
will not talk publicly about cutting staff unless we absolutely 
need to. Careful deliberation about how to keep tax rates down 
is happening. We love our teachers and staff, and no one needs 
unnecessary stress, especially through the holidays. 

The fall data report was discussed at the end of October. 
According to statewide assessments from the Vermont Agency of 
Education (VTCAP), which are given to 3rd- through 9th-graders, 
MRPS scored higher than the Vermont average in nearly every 
grade in English Language Arts, math, and science—usually 
between 10 and 20% higher. I’m not trying to paint an overly rosy 
picture. We have a lot of improvements to make. VTCAP is just 
one measuring tool. MRPS has been developing more specific 
tools to measure how students are learning, and how our teachers 
can improve the high quality instruction that is our expectation. 
78% of students at UES, about 70% at MSMS, and 64% of MHS 
students report feeling like they belong. These numbers represent 
an increase from last year. Again, we have a lot of work to do in 
this area and we take that work seriously. 

MRPS has implemented a robust plan to improve 
communication with our communities, which includes avenues to 
receive feedback from people. Anna Hipko, our Communications 
Coordinator and Executive Assistant to the Superintendent, 
presented a new plan to coordinate the way we communicate 
with our communities on November 20. This is especially 
important when it comes to developing a responsible budget that 
meets the needs of students and teachers and is acceptable to our 
communities. The plan will include specific messaging in digital 
formats, printed formats, and at specific events. Stay tuned for 
opportunities to engage with your school board.

Union Elementary School had a very successful math night 
for families. A literacy night is planned for the spring. The 3rd 
grade had a celebration of art, music, and learning. The 2nd grade 
has a similar performance scheduled for later this December. The 
middle school had a very successful musical performance. There 
is so much happening for our students, it would be very hard to 
include everything here. I know links are only active in the digital 
version of the Newsy, but the district website is a wonderful and 
expansive resource if you wish to learn more: www.mrpsvt.org.
MRPS is also engaging with the community about a Strategic 
Anti-Racism and Equity Plan. There was a community forum on 
December 4th. We are always open to feedback about everything 
we do. The plan is to build understanding of antiracism and equity, 
to improve learner experiences and outcomes, to foster belonging 
and community, increase accessibility and inclusion, and ensure 
accountability and transparency. We recognize that there are gaps 
between different groups of students, and we want to reduce 
those gaps. There are a lot of ways to look at the way we perform, 
including comparing the academic scores or reports of belonging 
between boys and girls, for instance, or students who qualify 
for free or reduced lunch, or who have different racial or ethnic 
backgrounds, LGBTQ+ kids, or kids with emotional, behavioral, 
neurological, or developmental differences. Students and families 
have been asking us to do better at addressing these gaps for years. 

MRPS Update, Fall 2024
(Montpelier-Roxbury Public Schools)
Rhett Williams, MRPS Board Member for Roxbury

Hello, 
The MRPS school board tried to execute a plan to have 

an intentional and procedurally guided process for deciding 
what to do with RVS. There were a lot of concerns to parcel out. 
While the school board executed our process, the Committee for 
the Future of the RVS Building accomplished a lot of work on 
the Roxbury side. The Roxbury committee presented a report 
to the school board and the Roxbury Select Board at the end of 
November with their plan for the future of the building.
The school board process, which might have been longer than 
it needed to be, resulted in MRPS deciding RVS doesn’t have 
an essential educational purpose for the district and, per the 
merger agreement, will be offered back to the Roxbury Select 
Board. The Selectboard wishes to ask the town to vote whether 
you would like to take ownership of the building and if you 
would support the select board adding to the municipal budget 
if necessary. MRPS has drafted a letter asking the board to make 
a decision by April 4, one month after Town Meeting Day. The 
cost of maintaining the building for the next fiscal year will be 
in this MRPS budget. The school board has also committed to 
continued support of the Bridges enrichment program, which we 
know of as Afterschool. The distinction between enrichment and 
after school is important. MRPS has also supported enrichment 
programs at the middle school, which include funding to make 
sure students with interest are not turned away based on financial 
challenges. This is exactly how MRPS thinks about the Bridges 
enrichment program. Union Elementary School utilizes a 
for-profit program called Part Two, which has access to state 
subsidies for families who might need support but does not have 
a cost to the district. 

If Roxbury votes to accept the building, the Selectboard 
will have at least the next year to explore options for generating 
revenue by leasing space at RVS to offset the cost of maintaining 
the building. The Committee for the Future of RVS identified a 
number of solid options. We look forward to Roxbury utilizing 
the building in exciting ways that benefit as many people in 
Roxbury as possible.

Budget season has begun. Last year, dramatic changes in 
the system of education funding led to the failure of the original 
MRPS budget. We are acutely aware of some of the effects of 
those changes. The educational funding system in Vermont 
seems unsustainable. Changes in the makeup of the legislature 
reflect Vermont communities’ dissatisfaction with the system as 
it stands. Initial projections from the state suggest tax increases 
of nearly 6%. However, based on our experience last year, we 
are reluctant to trust initial projections from the state. Already, 
the state has revised the number of Long Term Weighted Average 
Daily Membership by about 40. This is the number of students 
the state of Vermont gives us credit for based on different needs 
of different students at different ages with different backgrounds 
(for instance, students with limited English proficiency cost 
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That is what an antiracism and equity plan is about. I work in an 
inpatient mental health facility. We aim for zero harm. We might 
never get there, but we can always get closer. That is the way I 
think about antiracism and equity. We can always get better. 

The school board has seven representatives from Montpelier 
and two spots for representatives from Roxbury. Montpelier folks’
votes count as two apiece, while Roxbury representatives’ votes 
count as one each. We currently have only one representative and 
one vote. Roxbury is not entitled to proportional representation if 
there is no one willing to do the work.

I wish I could say it is a joy to represent Roxbury on 
the school board. It isn’t. But I’m unwilling to be without 
representation. I welcome your feedback, your concerns, and/or 
your support. 
Rhett Williams (802) 324 1180 rhettwilliams@mpsvt.org

Students Support Food Shelf
by Hannah Bryant, Roxbury Rising

Roxbury Students Partner to Support Roxbury Food Shelf
Each year, Main Street Middle School (MSMS) students prepare 
and deliver over 2700 delicious, nutritious meals to local com-
munity partners such as the Just Basics Food Pantry, the Com-
munity Fridge at the Montpelier Unitarian Church, and the MRPS 
Supplemental Nutrition Program. This fall, with the leadership of 
Roxbury students Saul Soria, Sammy Soria, and Ellison Zajac, 
the Middle School’s meal distribution has expanded to include the 
Roxbury Food Shelf. 

Saul, Sammy, and Ellison are all members of the MSMS 
Sustain Leadership Team. These students are selected for their ex-
cellent leadership qualities. They help guide the decision-making 
for the program, including allocating the funds it raises through 
sales of student-made maple syrup. This year, the three Roxbury 
students volunteered to load a cooler full of prepared meals onto 
the MR1 bus each Tuesday afternoon and deliver it to the Roxbury 
Food Shelf before its Wednesday open hours (12–1:00 p.m.). The 
same students return to pick up the cooler and shepherd it back 
to school on the Thursday morning bus. So far, the Roxbury boys 
have delivered over 170 prepared meals to our town’s food shelf. 

Meals have included apple bread, soups, and the always 
popular black bean and winter squash burritos (made with East 
Roxbury-grown winter squash started by the middle schoolers in 
the spring and grown at Wildwood Farm on Steele Hill). After the 
Middle School fall food drive, the Roxbury Food Shelf was the 
beneficiary of hundreds of packages of packaged foods to fill the 
pantries of local families. 

For those who grow or produce food in town: The MSMS 
Sustain food program thrives and depends on local agricultural 
products that are grown or donated to its program. Any gardeners 
who have extra squash, tomatoes, cucumbers, beans, and the like 
after the harvest should consider donating. The students will turn 
them into healthy and delicious meals for those in need. Contact 
Don Taylor dont@mpsvt.org to schedule a donation. Neighbors, 

Silent Disco in Roxbury!
by Hannah Bryant, Roxbury Rising

Did you notice an unusual glow over Roxbury Village on the 
evening of Saturday, November 16th? That was the radiant 
glow of over 80 Roxbury children and their caregivers joyfully 
dancing their hearts out at Roxbury Rising’s Stick Season Silent 
Disco in the Town Hall. 

If you’d come inside that night, you would have found 
children and caregivers feasting on disco ball cupcakes and 
Roxbury-made cider, trying on costumes and taking photos at an 
amazing photobooth created by Bridges students, having their 
faces painted with blacklight face paint, and dancing in the hot-
test club in Vermont—the Roxbury Town Hall. Thanks to East 
Roxbury’s premier party hosts, the Zinn family, the Town Hall 
was decorated beyond recognition, with blacklights, disco balls, 
and changing light designs projected on its back wall. At the far 
end of the building, our incomparable Bridges Director, Casey 
crafted a cozy movie theater for kids to relax when they tired of 
dancing. 

If you were lucky enough to be in attendance at 6:30 
p.m., you would have been awed by the powerful, gorgeous 
voice of Roxbury’s rising star, Shemarie Jeshurun, belting out 
songs by Bruno Mars and Alicia Keys. Shemarie was hidden in 
the green room for the start of the event, so her live performance 
was a surprise to most of those in attendance. We tipped off her 
grandparents beforehand, and were happy to see Clarence and 
Violet had front-row seats for her surprise concert. The audience 
waved glow sticks and watched with hero worship in their eyes 
as she graced us with her songs. Keep your eye out for oppor-
tunities to see Shemarie sing before her name is in lights on 
marquees nationwide. 

If you were still lingering in the school parking lot just 
after the event ended at 8:34 p.m., you would have heard the 
building alarms go off inside. While the cause of the alarm trig-
ger is unknown, we suspect the uncontainable, sustained joy in 
the building was likely too much for the system to handle. We 
deeply appreciate the quick responses from our Roxbury fire 
crew: Clarence, Tim, and Max. 

And if you peeked in after 10 p.m., you’d never have 
known that an event had taken place. Children and parents 
stayed to clean up every last piece of popcorn, tape, and chalk-
board art because, in this community, even our youngest children 
model responsibility and care for our shared spaces. 

Roxbury Rising was founded by Kristen Getler and 
Hannah Bryant in August 2024, to support, empower, and inspire 
Roxbury’s kids in the wake of their village school closing. We 
believe our kids need ongoing opportunities to maintain their 
unique, family-like connections with the children and caregivers 
in the community, to learn about this town and its creative and 
inspiring residents, and to maintain and grow their identities as 
proud Roxburians. Roxbury Rising hopes to provide regular op-
portunities for joyful community connections and welcomes oth-
ers to join us in helping to craft inspiring events and programs to 
support all kids in this town. For more information or to join us 
in organizing, please reach out to roxburyrising@gmail.com

continued next page...
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more to educate). Revisions of this nature can mean a difference 
of hundreds of thousands for our budget. The school board is 
resolved to hope for the best but prepare for the worst. The board 
will not talk publicly about cutting staff unless we absolutely 
need to. Careful deliberation about how to keep tax rates down 
is happening. We love our teachers and staff, and no one needs 
unnecessary stress, especially through the holidays. 
	 The fall data report was discussed at the end of October. 
According to statewide assessments from the Vermont Agency of 
Education (VTCAP), which are given to 3rd- through 9th-graders, 
MRPS scored higher than the Vermont average in nearly every 
grade in English Language Arts, math, and science—usually 
between 10 and 20% higher. I’m not trying to paint an overly rosy 
picture. We have a lot of improvements to make. VTCAP is just 
one measuring tool. MRPS has been developing more specific 
tools to measure how students are learning, and how our teachers 
can improve the high quality instruction that is our expectation. 
78% of students at UES, about 70% at MSMS, and 64% of MHS 
students report feeling like they belong. These numbers represent 
an increase from last year. Again, we have a lot of work to do in 
this area and we take that work seriously. 
	 MRPS has implemented a robust plan to improve 
communication with our communities, which includes avenues to 
receive feedback from people. Anna Hipko, our Communications 
Coordinator and Executive Assistant to the Superintendent, 
presented a new plan to coordinate the way we communicate 
with our communities on November 20. This is especially 
important when it comes to developing a responsible budget that 
meets the needs of students and teachers and is acceptable to our 
communities. The plan will include specific messaging in digital 
formats, printed formats, and at specific events. Stay tuned for 
opportunities to engage with your school board.
	 Union Elementary School had a very successful math night 
for families. A literacy night is planned for the spring. The 3rd 
grade had a celebration of art, music, and learning. The 2nd grade 
has a similar performance scheduled for later this December. The 
middle school had a very successful musical performance. There 
is so much happening for our students, it would be very hard to 
include everything here. I know links are only active in the digital 
version of the Newsy, but the district website is a wonderful and 
expansive resource if you wish to learn more: www.mrpsvt.org.
MRPS is also engaging with the community about a Strategic 
Anti-Racism and Equity Plan. There was a community forum on 
December 4th. We are always open to feedback about everything 
we do. The plan is to build understanding of antiracism and equity, 
to improve learner experiences and outcomes, to foster belonging 
and community, increase accessibility and inclusion, and ensure 
accountability and transparency. We recognize that there are gaps 
between different groups of students, and we want to reduce 
those gaps. There are a lot of ways to look at the way we perform, 
including comparing the academic scores or reports of belonging 
between boys and girls, for instance, or students who qualify 
for free or reduced lunch, or who have different racial or ethnic 
backgrounds, LGBTQ+ kids, or kids with emotional, behavioral, 
neurological, or developmental differences. Students and families 
have been asking us to do better at addressing these gaps for years. 

MRPS Update, Fall 2024
(Montpelier-Roxbury Public Schools)
Rhett Williams, MRPS Board Member for Roxbury

Hello,  
	 The MRPS school board tried to execute a plan to have 
an intentional and procedurally guided process for deciding 
what to do with RVS. There were a lot of concerns to parcel out. 
While the school board executed our process, the Committee for 
the Future of the RVS Building accomplished a lot of work on 
the Roxbury side. The Roxbury committee presented a report 
to the school board and the Roxbury Select Board at the end of 
November with their plan for the future of the building.
The school board process, which might have been longer than 
it needed to be, resulted in MRPS deciding RVS doesn’t have 
an essential educational purpose for the district and, per the 
merger agreement, will be offered back to the Roxbury Select 
Board. The Selectboard wishes to ask the town to vote whether 
you would like to take ownership of the building and if you 
would support the select board adding to the municipal budget 
if necessary. MRPS has drafted a letter asking the board to make 
a decision by April 4, one month after Town Meeting Day. The 
cost of maintaining the building for the next fiscal year will be 
in this MRPS budget. The school board has also committed to 
continued support of the Bridges enrichment program, which we 
know of as Afterschool. The distinction between enrichment and 
after school is important. MRPS has also supported enrichment 
programs at the middle school, which include funding to make 
sure students with interest are not turned away based on financial 
challenges. This is exactly how MRPS thinks about the Bridges 
enrichment program. Union Elementary School utilizes a 
for-profit program called Part Two, which has access to state 
subsidies for families who might need support but does not have 
a cost to the district. 
	 If Roxbury votes to accept the building, the Selectboard 
will have at least the next year to explore options for generating 
revenue by leasing space at RVS to offset the cost of maintaining 
the building. The Committee for the Future of RVS identified a 
number of solid options. We look forward to Roxbury utilizing 
the building in exciting ways that benefit as many people in 
Roxbury as possible.
	 Budget season has begun. Last year, dramatic changes in 
the system of education funding led to the failure of the original 
MRPS budget. We are acutely aware of some of the effects of 
those changes. The educational funding system in Vermont 
seems unsustainable. Changes in the makeup of the legislature 
reflect Vermont communities’ dissatisfaction with the system as 
it stands. Initial projections from the state suggest tax increases 
of nearly 6%. However, based on our experience last year, we 
are reluctant to trust initial projections from the state. Already, 
the state has revised the number of Long Term Weighted Average 
Daily Membership by about 40. This is the number of students 
the state of Vermont gives us credit for based on different needs 
of different students at different ages with different backgrounds 
(for instance, students with limited English proficiency cost 
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That is what an antiracism and equity plan is about. I work in an 
inpatient mental health facility. We aim for zero harm. We might 
never get there, but we can always get closer. That is the way I 
think about antiracism and equity. We can always get better. 
	 The school board has seven representatives from Montpelier 
and two spots for representatives from Roxbury. Montpelier folks’ 
votes count as two apiece, while Roxbury representatives’ votes 
count as one each. We currently have only one representative and 
one vote. Roxbury is not entitled to proportional representation if 
there is no one willing to do the work.
	 I wish I could say it is a joy to represent Roxbury on 
the school board. It isn’t. But I’m unwilling to be without 
representation. I welcome your feedback, your concerns, and/or 
your support. 
Rhett Williams (802) 324 1180 rhettwilliams@mpsvt.org

Students Support Food Shelf
by Hannah Bryant, Roxbury Rising

Roxbury Students Partner to Support Roxbury Food Shelf
Each year, Main Street Middle School (MSMS) students prepare 
and deliver over 2700 delicious, nutritious meals to local com-
munity partners such as the Just Basics Food Pantry, the Com-
munity Fridge at the Montpelier Unitarian Church, and the MRPS 
Supplemental Nutrition Program. This fall, with the leadership of 
Roxbury students Saul Soria, Sammy Soria, and Ellison Zajac, 
the Middle School’s meal distribution has expanded to include the 
Roxbury Food Shelf. 
	 Saul, Sammy, and Ellison are all members of the MSMS 
Sustain Leadership Team. These students are selected for their ex-
cellent leadership qualities. They help guide the decision-making 
for the program, including allocating the funds it raises through 
sales of student-made maple syrup. This year, the three Roxbury 
students volunteered to load a cooler full of prepared meals onto 
the MR1 bus each Tuesday afternoon and deliver it to the Roxbury 
Food Shelf before its Wednesday open hours (12–1:00 p.m.). The 
same students return to pick up the cooler and shepherd it back 
to school on the Thursday morning bus. So far, the Roxbury boys 
have delivered over 170 prepared meals to our town’s food shelf. 
	 Meals have included apple bread, soups, and the always 
popular black bean and winter squash burritos (made with East 
Roxbury-grown winter squash started by the middle schoolers in 
the spring and grown at Wildwood Farm on Steele Hill). After the 
Middle School fall food drive, the Roxbury Food Shelf was the 
beneficiary of hundreds of packages of packaged foods to fill the 
pantries of local families. 
	 For those who grow or produce food in town: The MSMS 
Sustain food program thrives and depends on local agricultural 
products that are grown or donated to its program. Any gardeners 
who have extra squash, tomatoes, cucumbers, beans, and the like 
after the harvest should consider donating. The students will turn 
them into healthy and delicious meals for those in need. Contact 
Don Taylor dont@mpsvt.org to schedule a donation. Neighbors, 

Silent Disco in Roxbury!
by Hannah Bryant, Roxbury Rising

Did you notice an unusual glow over Roxbury Village on the 
evening of Saturday, November 16th? That was the radiant 
glow of over 80 Roxbury children and their caregivers joyfully 
dancing their hearts out at Roxbury Rising’s Stick Season Silent 
Disco in the Town Hall. 
	 If you’d come inside that night, you would have found 
children and caregivers feasting on disco ball cupcakes and 
Roxbury-made cider, trying on costumes and taking photos at an 
amazing photobooth created by Bridges students, having their 
faces painted with blacklight face paint, and dancing in the hot-
test club in Vermont—the Roxbury Town Hall. Thanks to East 
Roxbury’s premier party hosts, the Zinn family, the Town Hall 
was decorated beyond recognition, with blacklights, disco balls, 
and changing light designs projected on its back wall. At the far 
end of the building, our incomparable Bridges Director, Casey 
crafted a cozy movie theater for kids to relax when they tired of 
dancing. 
	 If you were lucky enough to be in attendance at 6:30 
p.m., you would have been awed by the powerful, gorgeous 
voice of Roxbury’s rising star, Shemarie Jeshurun, belting out 
songs by Bruno Mars and Alicia Keys. Shemarie was hidden in 
the green room for the start of the event, so her live performance 
was a surprise to most of those in attendance. We tipped off her 
grandparents beforehand, and were happy to see Clarence and 
Violet had front-row seats for her surprise concert. The audience 
waved glow sticks and watched with hero worship in their eyes 
as she graced us with her songs. Keep your eye out for oppor-
tunities to see Shemarie sing before her name is in lights on 
marquees nationwide. 
	 If you were still lingering in the school parking lot just 
after the event ended at 8:34 p.m., you would have heard the 
building alarms go off inside. While the cause of the alarm trig-
ger is unknown, we suspect the uncontainable, sustained joy in 
the building was likely too much for the system to handle. We 
deeply appreciate the quick responses from our Roxbury fire 
crew: Clarence, Tim, and Max. 
	 And if you peeked in after 10 p.m., you’d never have 
known that an event had taken place. Children and parents 
stayed to clean up every last piece of popcorn, tape, and chalk-
board art because, in this community, even our youngest children 
model responsibility and care for our shared spaces. 
	 Roxbury Rising was founded by Kristen Getler and 
Hannah Bryant in August 2024, to support, empower, and inspire 
Roxbury’s kids in the wake of their village school closing. We 
believe our kids need ongoing opportunities to maintain their 
unique, family-like connections with the children and caregivers 
in the community, to learn about this town and its creative and 
inspiring residents, and to maintain and grow their identities as 
proud Roxburians. Roxbury Rising hopes to provide regular op-
portunities for joyful community connections and welcomes oth-
ers to join us in helping to craft inspiring events and programs to 
support all kids in this town. For more information or to join us 
in organizing, please reach out to roxburyrising@gmail.com
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Congregational Church
by Claire Chomentowski

Greetings, Roxbury friends and neighbors,   
	 If you’ve stopped by the library recently or visited 
the food shelf, you may have noticed a worn and weathered 
asphalt shingle on the ground, obviously having toppled from its 
preferred perch: our church roof.  Oops, funny how that happens.  
Oh, and look, there’s a couple more: eek, it’s a mass migration!
	 I’m not sure how long this little roof disrobement 
has been going on, and perhaps I’ve been casting a blind eye, 
because, well, how can such an aggravating (and costly) problem 
like that be solved without a very hefty funding source?  That’s 
when a nearby neighbor tipped me off to a possible solution: 
the Vermont Preservation Trust.  We’ll be applying for a grant 
next October, and even if we are fortunate enough to be awarded 
one, the caveat is that all of their grants are matching grants; 
they are most likely to consider those causes which have strong 
community support.
	 If you don’t attend our services regularly, you might 
think you needn’t have a vested interest in the church building.  
I encourage you to think again.  We’ve been operating the 
Roxbury Food Shelf from the church for the past 28 years, 
supporting local mission causes, and hosting community pot 
lucks for nearly that long.  We’ve sponsored educational events 
along with dozens of free concerts over the years, and (forgive 
me for boasting) the acoustics in the sanctuary are absolutely 
heavenly!  The church has gladly offered sustenance to hundreds 
of hardworking Green Up participants for the past two decades, 
and our rummage sale is a fixture in the town’s July 4th line-
up.  And our candlelight service is the place to be, if you’re in 
Roxbury on Christmas Eve.
	 Aside from its present day functionality, the Roxbury 
Church is probably the historical pillar of our town.  The church 
body was organized in 1838, and the building dates from the 
Reconstruction Era following the Civil War.  If your roots are 
in Roxbury, it’s likely many of your ancestors were baptized or 
married in the church, or had their funerals observed there.  All 
of these rituals are still being performed in our church today.  
And the aesthetic value of the church only grows with the 
passing years.  Can anyone fail to be moved by the sight of the 
gleaming steeple piercing the sky, or the sound of the church 
bells, heard for miles around, heralding yet another Sunday 
morning?
	 Jackson Evans, Field Service Representative of the 
Vermont Preservation Trust, has taken an interest in our church, 
and so have Norwich students of Civil Engineering Professor 
Adam Sevi, who have made the church their senior project.  I 
hope you, too, will consider helping us preserve our church and 
support all the ways we can be of service to our community.  
	 Donations can be addressed to the Roxbury Church, 
P.O. Box 322.   And thank you!                                                      

Roxbury Roots
by Kristen Getler, Roxbury Roots Steering Committee

We’ve joked ... Roxbury Roots, “The Best Restaurant in Roxbury!” 
If you’ve come to a Roxbury Roots supper, we hope you feel the 
same. :) We are feeling very grateful as 2024 comes to a close. 
Roxbury Roots would like to thank  all who have come out for a 
community supper and filled our community spaces with cheer 
and connection. Thank you to all of our volunteers, from the food 
preppers to the tablesetters to the dishwashers, who come together 
to make these dinners possible. We’ve calculated that it takes about 
50 volunteer hours to make it happen—so THANK YOU VOLUN-
TEERS, for lending your time and energy!
	 To those of you who have not made it to our monthly sup-
per yet, here is a rundown on Roxbury Roots and a hearty reminder 
that ALL ARE WELCOME. From time to time, you can still see a 
vintage Roxbury Roots t-shirt walking around town, printed some 
15 years ago when the Roots monthly community potlucks began. 
In that time, you also would’ve seen Roots members with hand-
painted signs marching in Roxbury’s Fourth of July parade. The 
group was founded on the idea that healthy food and healthy farms 
make way for healthy communities, and the stronger the connec-
tions between those pieces, the better off we are. Sadly, potlucks 
fizzled out when COVID came to town, but Roots surged back in 
2023. 
	 Since November 2023, Roxbury Roots’ primary focus has 
been hosting free “come one, come all” community suppers the last 
Friday of every month. By the time this Newsy is published, we 
will have hosted 14 free community suppers. The monthly com-
munity meal serves as a vibrant hub where neighbors of all ages 
can connect and enjoy each other’s company. We started out at the 
Community Hall/Senior Center, but with 65+ people coming to 
dinner each month, we outgrew the space and had to size up to our 
Town Hall at the Roxbury Village School. 
	 If you’ve been to a supper, you know it’s quite the spread. 
Tables are dressed with tablecloths, candles, and flowers, and the 
buffet is long. Our menus change each month, but have included 
dishes such as maple cinnamon roasted winter squash, chicken 
vegetable soup, frittata, apple cake, and blackberry apple crisp. 
We usually have salad and bread with herbed oil/butter, as well as 
a pasta dish. We try to keep it interesting and make the best use of 
seasonal produce.
	 On the afternoon and evening before, volunteers gather 
at the Community Hall to begin preparing dishes; this is a lively 
affair, with lots of opportunity to catch up with neighbors. Recipes 
are largely made with fresh ingredients sourced from local Vermont 
farms through Community Harvest of Central Vermont; Commu-
nity Harvest is a regional gleaning initiative that organizes vol-
unteers to go to local farms and food producers to pick, wash, 
and store produce and other items (e.g. bread) that won’t go to 
market. We owe a huge THANK YOU to Randy at the Roxbury 
Country Store for donating all the last minute staples we need 
to complete our dinners, and to Community Harvest for creating 
access to an abundance of foods from local farms!

	 In addition to the suppers and sending folks home 
with as many leftovers as they will take, a primary focus for 
us is delivering some of the prepared food to our Roxbury 
Food Shelf, located on the lower floor of the Roxbury Union 
Congregational Church and coordinated by Claire Chomen-
towski. Since June, Roxbury Roots has prepared 140 pack-
aged meals for the Roxbury Food Shelf. For more information 
about the food shelf, contact Claire Chomentowski at (802) 
485-7779, or stop in on Wednesdays from 12–1 p.m. 
	 The current Roxbury Roots Steering Committee is 
made up of eight volunteer community members including 
Ben Pincus, Heather Holter, Heidi Albright, Jillian Abraham, 
Karen Tassinari, Kristen Getler, Liva Coe, and Misse Axelrod. 
Jillian serves as the Roxbury Roots Coordinator, a grant-
funded, part-time role that keeps the group organized and 
moving forward. Otherwise, we are entirely fueled by volun-
teer energy. Interested in joining the volunteer effort? We are 
seeking support with outreach and promotion of dinners and 
volunteer opportunities, organizing activities for youth dur-
ing our community suppers, grant writing, and coordination 
of food preservation community work parties; opportunities 
abound. Please send an email to roxburyrootsvt@gmail.com 
to share your interest!
	 Vermont Farm and Forest School (VFFS) serves as 
our fiscal sponsor when we pursue grants; thank you VFFS 
for serving in this essential role! Since October 2023, the 
Roots Steering Committee has applied for several grants, and 
were awarded 6, totaling ~$14,400! Many thanks to Lawson’s 
Finest Liquids, Vermont Community Foundation, Vermont 
Food Bank, Walmart, the New England Grassroots Fund, 
and Ben & Jerry’s Community Action Team Fund,  as well 
Hunger Mountain Coop and Tops Market for gift cards. Next 
up, we will be submitting grant requests to Northfield Savings 
Bank and North Country Federal Grant. Additionally, we have 
received $925 in personal donations—thank you, Community, 
for your generosity. If anyone is interested in making a dona-
tion to Roxbury Roots, you can do so via our website: https://
roxburyrootsvt.weebly.com/. Currently, all our funds go to 
provisions, supplies, coordinator stipend, and equipment to 
support monthly community suppers and our contributions to 
the Roxbury Food Shelf. At the November supper, Roots so-
licited feedback from community members, and we received 
requests to expand by offering workshops and other seasonal/
monthly events around food, fun, and education, so we will 
be focusing on that as well.
	 Our next three community suppers will take place at 
the Town Hall at RVS: Friday, January 31st;  February 14th 
(tentative, in collaboration with the Community Visit pro-
gram); and Friday, March 28th. All dinners go from 5–7p.m. 	
Strong roots make for strong trees. It’s our hope that these 
community suppers create strong connections between us, so 
that we can be a thriving community for years to come. We 
hope to see all you Roxburians soon at a future supper!

Roxbury Community Crafters
Season 3, Winter Session, by Debra Rogler
 
Roxbury Community Crafters (RCC) has met throughout this past 
fall, crafting once a week at the Roxbury Community Center, with 
many new crafters signing up each week. It should be mentioned 
that since its creation, a little over 2 1/2 years ago, RCC has held 
over 50 classes, many with waiting lists! Can you believe it?!!
	 We are now entering our Winter Session—and what a va-
riety of classes we are able to offer!  We have engaged some very 
talented instructors to help us craft the winter blues away, or at the 
very least offer an alternative to playing in the snow.

January  11 — Basic Knitting Class
	  25 — Send Love to Your Favorite Valentine (cork craft)
February  1 — Ribbon Embroider a Winter Hat
	    8 — Felted Buddies (dry felting)
	  15 — Pinecone Flowers
	  22 — Cardmaking	
March	    1 — Sew Wonderful Treasure Bag
	    8 — Bird Mobile Upscaled Upcycle		

It should be noted that Roxbury residents always have first dibs, 
then registration opens up to everyone else on the Wednesday be-
fore each class. Most classes are held on Saturdays at the Roxbury 
Community Center, keeping the cost minimal, usually just the cost 
of supplies, with the instructors donating their time. Donations are 
always welcome.  
	 So, if you haven’t tried a class yet, we encourage you to 
do so.  Signing up is easy. Go to www.roxburyvt.com, choose a 
class (or classes),  and hit “RSVP.” Done!
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Example of the March sewing project, by Debra Rogler

Roxbury Food Shelf: open every Wednesday 
from 12pm-1:30pm. Individuals in need of food can contact 
Claire Chomentowski at  (802) 485-7779. 

if you feel like you could use some support filling your fridge 
this winter, please remember that the Roxbury Food Shelf is open 
Wednesdays from 12–1:00 p.m. It is located on the ground level of 
the Roxbury Union Congregational Church (483 Roxbury Rd.). Its 
entrance is located across the driveway from the side door of the 
Roxbury Free Library. Thanks always to Claire Chomentowski for 
her incredible stewardship of this food pantry and her service to 
the Roxbury community. Thank you to Saul, Sammy, and Ellison. 
We are proud and grateful to have these young leaders representing 
our community and the school, and keeping our food shelf stocked 
with delicious prepared foods!

“Students Support Food Shelf ” continued from page 5...
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From the Town Clerk
2024 TOWN MEETING 
Town Meeting is on March 4th.  The deadline to submit petitions 
to have an article on the Town Meeting Warning is January 16.  
The petition must have 30 Roxbury Voter signatures.  The deadline 
to submit petitions for office is January 27th.  The petition must 
have 6 Roxbury Voter signatures.  A list of openings will be posted 
on the website and in town.

Town Meeting will be held at the Town Hall (Village School).  In-
person Town Meeting will start at 10 a.m.  Australian Ballot Voting 
will be from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.

2024 GENERAL ELECTION RESULTS 
457 votes were cast for the November 5th election. 377 votes were 
by absentee, 77 votes were in person. State Senators elected are:  
Ann Cummings, Andrew Perchlik, and Anne Watson. State Repre-
sentatives elected are: Jay Hooper and Larry Satcowitz.

You may reach out to your Senators and Representatives at:
Senator Ann Cummings – acummings@leg.state.vt.us
Senator Andrew Perchlik – aperchlik@leg.state.vt.us
Senator Ann Watson – awatson@leg.state.vt.us
Representative Jay Hooper – JHooper@leg.state.vt.us
Representative Larry Satcowitz – lsatcowitz@leg.state.vt.us
They all can be reached at (802) 828-2228.

2025 JUSTICE OF PEACE 
The voters elected Amy Barrett, Jerry D’Amico, Bill Hansen, Sally 
Kirn, and Sue Nevins to the position of Justice of Peace.
Wade Holt chose not to seek re-election.  Thank you, Wade, for 
your service as one of Roxbury’s JPs.  

TAXES 
Third installment of property taxes is due on February 14, 2025.
The Town Office will be open until 5 p.m. on Wednesday, Thurs-
day, and Friday of the week that taxes are due. Normal office hours 
are Tuesday–Friday, 9 a.m.–noon/1 p.m.– 4 p.m.

2025 DOG LICENSES 
Dogs are required to be licensed annually by April 1st. The Rabies 
Clinic has not been scheduled at this time. A notice will be posted 
on the website, in Town Report, and in town if a clinic will be held, 
announcing the day and time.

As of January 1st, dog license fees have increased. In 2024, the 
Vermont Legislature increased the fee to be collected for the State 
of Vermont Rabies Control Program from $1 to $3. That raises the 
total the Town Clerk must collect to $11 for neutered or spayed 
dogs and $15 for unneutered ones registered by April 1st, of which 
$7 must be remitted to the State. If licensed after April 1st, the fee 
will increase $2, so a neutered or spayed dog will cost $13 and 
unneutered dogs will cost $19. Please contact the Town Clerk for 
more information.

Roxbury Free Library Notes
Happy New Year, Roxbury!
	 While we are just as excited as you about the year in front 
of us, we want to start off by remembering some of the positive 
moments from 2024.  Obviously, the 90th celebration of the RFL 
building was a positive memory of 2024, but so was our success in 
grant writing last year.  We’ve already reported on several awards 
we were grateful to have received in 2024, but we are excited to 
have a chance to announce another here, for the first time.  In early 
December, we found out we were awarded a $5,000 grant from 
the John Henry Eldred Jr. Foundation, to support our children’s 
collection.  The generous grant will go toward growing some parts 
of our youth collection that could use some help.  Do you have any 
interest in getting involved with our work on executing this grant?  
If so, please reach out, we’d be happy to have some extra hands on 
board as we start the work this winter.  While that is in the works, 
we also expect to give a trial run of “reopening” the RVS library 
a few times a month this winter and spring.  More details will be 
forthcoming, but once we get some more of our cataloging work 
buttoned up in early Jan., we anticipate trying to “be open” at the 
former RVS library at dismissal time for the Afterschool program.  
Please let us know if you have any interest or questions about this 
opportunity.  A final operational note—the RFL Board of Trustees 
has been diligent with their work on an updated RFL Strategic 
Plan, and are optimistic that by Town Meeting 2025 they’ll have 
some well-informed goals and plans for the future direction of the 
RFL.  We’re always open to receiving feedback and suggestions 
about the RFL services, so reach out anytime to talk about how the 
RFL is serving you.    
	 How can the RFL serve you?  Simply stop in sometime 
and find your new favorite book (winter and spring hours:  Tue. 
10:00-6:00; Wed. 8:00-11:00; Thur.  2:00-5:00; and Sat. 10:00-
3:00).  Not a reader? Swing by for an upcoming informational or 
entertainment program for free.  In mid January, the Roxbury Book 
Club is meeting to discuss Annie Seyler’s book, The Wisdom of 
Winter.  Other upcoming Book Club winter reads includes How to 
Say Babylon, by Safia Sinclair, and Light Eaters, by Zöe Schlanger.  
The Game Night has continued to meet every other week for the 
past year.  Jan. 12th will be the next time the group convenes, and 
you can expect to find them at RFL every other week after that. 
We expect to be hosting more children’s and adult programs each 
month this winter and spring, but don’t have finalized details to 
advertise here yet.  So, keep an eye on the RFL website for all the 
upcoming fun at the RFL (roxburyfreelibrary.org).  As we start 
2025, we have more than 1.4 million items available to everyone 

UPDATE ON GRANT FOR ELECTION EXPENSES
The Town Clerk applied for a grant through the Center for Tech 
and Civic Life, and received $5,000 to help with planning, 
operations, and security of elections. With these funds, the Town 
Clerk purchased a new laptop with IT help and laptop case, two 
cabinets and a set of shelves for storage of election supplies, a 
rolling cart for transporting election supplies, a variety of signs, 
and an air purifier.  The Town received this grant a few years 
ago. The grant helps Towns purchase items that they wouldn’t 
normally be able to purchase. The funds cannot be used on 
already budgeted items. 

Be safe this winter, and may 2025 bring you much happiness.

“Town Clerk”  continued from page 2...

Winter Library hours
  

Tue  10:00 – 6:00
Wed 8:00 – 11:00
Thu  2:00 – 5:00
Sat  10:00 – 3:00

in our community.  Where else in Roxbury can you still find free 
COVID-19 testing kits and passes to get you free admission to 
local museums?  Don’t be shy, come enjoy all that is available to 
you through the RFL.  Don’t want to come in?  We can help you 
connect with all the digital services available through the RFL as 
well, just ask. 
  
From all of us at the RFL, all the best to you in 2025,
Your RFL staff: Ryan, Caitlyn, and Lisa, and the RFL Trustees

roxburyfreelibrary.org   |  librarian@roxburyfreelibrary.org
(802) 485-6860

You can find town documents, meeting agendas 
and minutes, meeting warnings, and town gov-
ernance information at the official town website: 

www.roxburyvt.org

The Selectboard is strongly in favor of seeing that voters have a 
voice in this decision, as an empty building has operating costs 
that we would all need to absorb. We intend to host a public 
information session on these options as we move toward Town 
Meeting, and encourage all to attend if you can. There will also 
be information on the Town website as it becomes available.

If you have any comments, questions, or concerns, please write 
the Roxbury Selectboard at roxburytown@roxburyvt.org.

On another note, Green Mountain Solar (GMS) has been busy 
installing solar panels on the Fire Station roof. Luckily for Rox-
bury, GMS is a Vermont company, so they took a little snow in 
stride and safely pressed on (see photo). Per our Energy Coordi-
nator, Nick, these panels should offset all current electrical us-
age. Though the Town costs won’t go to zero, due to those pesky 
additional charges, over time, taxpayers are expected to realize 
many tens of thousands of dollars in savings.

 “Selectboard News,” continued from front page...

Community Visit Coming to 
Roxbury in 2025! 
The Vermont Council on Rural Development is excited to have 
been invited by the Roxbury Selectboard to work in the Town of 
Roxbury in 2025, through our Community Visit Program.

VCRD is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization dedicated to 
the support of the locally-defined progress of Vermont’s rural 
communities. The Community Visit process is a 3-month process 
that brings community members together to actively participate 
in examining issues, deciding top priorities, and developing 
action plans for the future of the town. VCRD provides the 
overall structure and neutral facilitation each step of the way. 
The Community Visit program has been used in over 80 towns 
across the state.

The process will run from February through April, with 3 public 
meetings which will provide opportunities to think together with 
neighbors about the future of the town and enjoy free dinner! 
More information with dates and details will be circulated in late 
January, including a town-wide mailing, flyers posted around 
town, Front Porch Forum posts, and more.

For additional information, you can visit https://www.vtrural.
org/community-visits/, and contact Alyssa Johnson, Community 
Visit Program Manager at 802-222-6896 or alyssa@vtrural.org. 
We look forward to working with you!

Planning Commission
by Elizabeth Carney, Chair

The Roxbury Planning Commission continued its work on the 
Roxbury Village Center Revitalization Project, funded by a 
Municipal Planning Grant, with the consultants from gbArchi-
tecture, Steve Kredell, Gregg Gossens, and  Peter Fairweather, 
with a review of their site analyses of Roxbury Village. These 
included maps showing community facilities, retail and pedes-
trian access, land use, flood zones, and building density.  With 
input from members of the planning commission, revision of 
these maps will be made. 
 
As work on this project progresses into 2025, there will be op-
portunities for more community involvement announced in Front 
Porch Forum and on the town website.

“RFL Notes”  continued from previous column...
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Roxbury Newsy
Your community newsletter

Thanks to Ryan Zajac, Courtney B. Jenkins 
Mesquita, Jane Pincus, and Heidi Albright for 
compiling, editing, and designing this issue of 
the Newsy!   We hope you enjoy it. 
© 2025 Roxbury Newsy

Selectboard News
by the Roxbury Selectboard: 

René Bouchard, Tim Martin, Dave McShane, Nate Donahue, and Donna French

The Selectboard has received a letter from the Montpelier-Roxbury School Board offering 
to sell the old Roxbury Village School (RVS) back to the Town. The good news is this will 
once again give the Town sole control of our Town Hall. The bad news is there appears to be 
no looking back on the school board’s decision last budget cycle to bus Roxbury children to 
Montpelier.

The Selectboard has had many discussions at our meetings and amongst it’s members about 
buying back RVS for the $1, as per the original merger agreement. We are glad to get owner-
ship of the Town Hall, but we are also keen to seek advisory guidance from residents on what 
to do with the rest of the building and land. 
To that end, we have  prepared a voter discussion document which you will find on the home 
page of the Town website: https://roxburyvt.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/rvs_selectboard
discussionreport_17dec24b.pdf
At this point, whilst open to considering alternatives, the Selectboard sees the main viable 
voter options as being (listed in no order of importance):

1.	 Keep the Town Hall, at a minimum, and sell the rest of the building and land.
2.	 Consolidate Roxbury municipal functions under the single RVS roof: the Library, the 

Town Office, the Community Hall / Senior Center and the Historical Society. Then, 
either sell or lease out the smaller buildings left empty by taking this option.

3.	 Keep the Town Hall and commercial kitchen as available Town resources and lease out 
some or all of the remaining space.

roxbury
free library

RFL
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continued next page...

The Newsy always welcomes new 
contributors. Please let us know 
if you have anything you’d like to 
share with the community, and we 
can get it into the next issue. Send 
questions and content to librarian@
roxburyfreelibrary.org.

Good things are happening in Roxbury… 
Green Mountain Solar installing roof panels at the Roxbury Volunteer Fire Station on a chilly December 6th, 2024Field Notes, Vol. 1

by Rachel Field

	 When I try to describe Roxbury, Vermont, to friends and 
family, I usually end up mentioning that it’s mostly a mountain 
with every type of human imaginable living on or around it. The 
wildness, the diversity, and the vibrant characters that make up 
this little village never cease to amaze and inspire me. In the 
coming months, I am taking out my notebook and wandering the 
woods with neighbors in an effort to share our stories. Nobody 
ends up in Roxbury, VT, by accident. Something drew each of us 
here or kept us here, and I’m eager to learn what it is!
	 For this inaugural column, I’ve reached out to Katie 
Orcutt, a Roxbury resident since 2020, who moved here after 
nearly two decades working all over the world. She was “drawn 
by Vermont’s mountains, salt-of-the-earth people, and slow pace 
of life.” Her timing couldn’t have been better, because, with 
the pandemic causing a national upheaval in employment, she 
had the opportunity to move away from Montreal, change jobs, 
and “plant roots in this lovely slice of land here.” The mountain 
may have drawn Katie to Roxbury, but it was the people—well, 
perhaps the person—who makes her story so lovely. I asked 
her what life was like after moving here from Montreal and she 
replied: “I built a farm to retire rescue horses, and then…fell in 
love with my neighbor. At first, we traded goats’ milk for honey, 
blueberries for maple syrup. The rest was history!” A couple of 
years later, Katie and Brock are in the same house, with a few 

Wake up Gloucester 
Vermont playwright and Roxbury resident Jeanne Beckwith is 
happy to announce that The Valley Players in Waitsfield, Ver-
mont, will present a fully staged reading of her full-length play, 
Wake Up Gloucester, February 7-16: Fridays and Saturdays at 7 
p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m. 

The story takes place in late August 1939, and deals with the 
lives, hopes, loves, and fears of a group of people who come 
together at The Dancing Duck, a tavern in Gloucester, Mas-
sachusetts. For more information, please go to: https://www.
valleyplayers.com 

rescue horses, goats, and chickens, and their family has grown to 
include two babies. I wondered what it is that makes her life so 
special, and Katie said, “Warmth and community. The same quali-
ties that sum up Roxbury quite well. From good friendships to the 
family I’ve made, I owe a lot to this sweet little town.”
	 As we move through another winter and the snow gath-
ers in the hemlock groves off Rice Tract Rd, I wonder what it is 
that keeps each of us warm on these long winter days. I hope, as it 
is for Katie and Brock, that your home is filled with warmth and 
love, and that you have the chance to get out on the mountain and 
explore what makes Roxbury so special.
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