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The Newsy always welcomes new 
contributors. Please let us know 
if you have anything you’d like to 
share with the community, and we 
can get it into the next issue. Send 
questions and content to librarian@
roxburyfreelibrary.org
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Calling all Roxbury Kids !
Tell us what you did this year! 
Got a story to share? We want 
your artwork, poetry, photos, 
and writing to publish in the next 
Newsy. Send it to: 
librarian@roxburyfreelibrary.org

Looking for community? There are many ways to get together, 
have a conversation, share a purpose and meet new neighbors.  
These are just a few... 

Book Group: Choose a book as a group for reading and dis-
cussion. Often the third Monday of each month, 6pm at RFL, check 
calendar for schedule: https://roxburyfreelibrary.org/community-
calendar-copy/

Game Night: Play board games with family and friends. 
Usually every other Sunday evening, 5pm at RFL, check calendar for 
dates: https://roxburyfreelibrary.org/community-calendar-copy/

Roxbury Senior Lunches: Enjoy lunch and socialize with 
other seniors and friends. Mondays at 11:30, sponsored by the 
Northfield Senior Center http://www.greaternorthfieldseniors.org/ 
Usually at Community Hall, relocated to the Congregational Church 
during renovations. Cost is $5-7.

Roxbury Community Crafters: Enjoy arts, crafts, and 
camaraderie! Saturdays in Fall, Winter and Spring months. Check 
www.roxburyvt.com for full schedule and to sign up. Location has 
been moved to Northfield Senior Center until further notice. Most 
classes free to Roxbury residents!

Roxbury Roots Community Supper Prep Night: pre-
pare food for a community feast! Last Thursday of every 
month. Location TBD during Community Hall renovations. 
Email roxburyrootsvt@gmail.com to sign up!

Free Roxbury Roots Community Suppers: enjoy a free 
meal with others. Last Friday of every month, 5-7pm. . Watch 
for menus with dinner location posted around town and at the 
Store!

Tuesday Potlucks: join others for a potluck dinner at 
the Congregational Church, third Tuesday of the month, 6pm. 
Contact Claire at (802) 485-7779 for more information.

Roxbury Free Library Cafe: enjoy free coffee, tea and 
tidbits while enjoying conversation with neighbors. At 
least one Saturday morning per month, starting at 9:30am at the 
RFL. Check calendar for schedule: https://roxburyfreelibrary.
org/community-calendar-copy/

Congregational Church services: all are welcome! 
Sundays 11am-noon, Contact Claire at (802) 485-7779 for more 
information.

Community Task Force working groups: join with oth-
ers in the effort to promote community priorities. Both 
groups meet regularly at RFL. Check calendar for schedule: 
https://roxburyfreelibrary.org/community-calendar-copy/

Roxbury
Connect Hello, Roxbury! Montpelier-Roxbury Partners in Education (MRPS PIE) is a 501(c)

(3) nonprofit that works with the parent/caregiver groups for each of the MRPS district 
schools and the schools’ staff to identify areas of need that are outside of the school 
budget. We connect with local organizations and community members, raise funds from 
individuals and businesses, and host events like the annual Montpelier Fall Festival, staff 
appreciation events, and charitable giving. This is our first addition to the Newsy, and we 
are excited to be here!

By the time you read this, we will have completed our big push for the Family Sup-
port Fund. Every year, MRPS PIE works alongside the outstanding social workers in 
our district to give financial assistance directly to families who need support. This is a 
meaningful way to help our neighbors and to share the love that is so strong across the 
Montpelier and Roxbury Communities.

Our goal this year was to raise $10,000—and as of Wednesday, December 17, we have 
raised $6,268!. If you missed a chance to help, you can still donate through our GoFund-
Me campaign (see the link below). Or, to avoid fees, send a check directly to: MRPS 
PIE Family Support Fund, 5 High School Drive, Montpelier, VT, 05602. All donations 
are fully tax-deductible. And 100% of donations go directly to families in need within 
the Montpelier-Roxbury school district. Funds will be distributed over the course of the 
year, as needs arise. 

GoFundMe page: https://www.gofundme.com/f/79zhb-mrps-pie-
family-support-fund?attribution_id=sl:6f0e82ee-49ff-4517-96ad-
774f320d8b91&lang=en_US&utm_campaign=man_ss_icons&utm_
medium=customer&utm_source=copy_link

MRPS PIE 
Family Support fundraiser

by Chris Dorer, MRPS PIE Board Member
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Letter from the Selectboard
 To the citizenry of Roxbury,
 
We are writing this update on a cold, early December weekend 
morning, as Winter has arrived and the Road Crew just drove 
past! Thank you, Kevin & Andrew. But rest assured, folks, 
since your last Newsy, the Selectboard has remained diligent. 
A Town audit was approved this Fall and will be starting this 
winter. The last Town audit was done 11 years ago for Fiscal 
Year Ending 
June 30, 2014. 

Just in time before the ski season kicks off in earnest, radar 
speed signs should be or soon will be installed on Rt 12A, north 
and south of the Village. 

We now know that deferred maintenance has a cost, as Dubois 
& King continues the prep work needed to get DEC Rivers 
onboard with trying to fix the water issues for the homes along 
12A, north of the Village. For this work, Roxbury is facing 
a potential $500,000 project. In November, one of the grants 
the Town applied for was a Municipal Planning Grant for as-
sistance with the development of a Capital Planning process. It 
is envisioned that a series of spreadsheets and forms will help 
guide the Selectboard and inform taxpayers in evaluating and 
monitoring the implications of capital decisions both before we 
make them and over time. Real or potential capital-intensive 
projects include: the just-released Village Revitalization plan; 
the buy-back of the Village school; the wastewater feasibility 
study and the D&K waterway/beaver survey, which are both 
currently underway; ongoing Highway equipment needs; as 
well as the replacement Town Garage project. Each are big-
dollar items with potential implications for the property taxes 
we all pay. 

Work continues with the MERP grant, as upgrades to the Town 
Office are 99% complete. Bids were due mid-December for en-
ergy and ADA improvements for the Community Hall/Senior 
Center, and by the time you read this, work should have started 
in that building. Project Manager Andrew Larossa has been of 
tremendous assistance to the Town in helping the Selectboard 
to move these projects forward. Thank you to Andrew, Josh 
Potwin and his team, and the other contractors who have got-
ten us to this point with the MERP work. As winter sets in, you 
will find that Tammy and Brittney are both warm and snug in 
the Town office. 

By the time you read this article, and depending on weather, the 
bridge work on Ladd and Tenney Roads should be paused for 
the winter, and the bridges open to traffic. The contractors will 

From the Town Clerk’s Office 
2026 TOWN MEETING 
Town Meeting is on March 3rd. The deadline to submit peti-
tions to have an article on the Town Meeting Warning is January 
15th. The petition must have 30 Roxbury Voter signatures. The 
deadline to submit petitions for office is January 26th. The peti-
tion must have 9 Roxbury Voter signatures. A list of openings 
will be posted on the website and in town.

Town Meeting will be held at the Town Hall (Village School). 
In-person Town Meeting will start at 10 a.m. Australian Ballot 
Voting will be from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.

TAXES 
Third installment of property taxes is due on February 13, 2026.

The Town Office will be open until 5 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Thursday, and Friday of the week that taxes are due.
Normal office hours are Tuesday–Friday, 9 a.m.–noon/1 p.m.–4 
p.m.

2026 DOG LICENSES 
Dogs are required to be licensed annually by April 1st. The 
Rabies Clinic has not been scheduled at this time. A notice an-
nouncing the day and time will be posted on the website, in the 
Town Report, and in town if a clinic will be held.

If licensed on or before April 1st, the cost for a neutered/spayed 
dog is $11 and a non-neutered/spayed dog is $15. After April 
1st, the cost is $13 for a neutered/spayed dog and $19 for a non-
neutered/spayed dog.

Please contact the Town Clerk for more information, email: 
townclerk@roxburyvt.org

SELECTBOARD RESIGNATION 
On December 15th, Rene Bouchard resigned from the Select-
board. Rene has worked many, many hours for the Town. He 
has worked tirelessly, trying to help the Town with many issues 
including the Roxbury Village School, FEMA, the Wastewater 
Project, and the list goes on. Thank you, Rene. 

Rene also resigned from the position of E-911 Coordinator and 
as the representative on the Mountain Alliance. 
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Roxbury Free Library Notes
Look at that, Roxbury—we’ve found ourselves in 2026! A 
brand new year of new stories, educational and entertaining 
programs, and all the reliable services you’ve come to expect 
from the RFL. I know the RFL staff are all excited to be seeing 
many more new materials arriving on the shelves this winter, 
and I suspect many of you are as well. We appreciate everyone’s 
patience as we sorted out all the upheaval in the book distribut-
ing world late last fall. The good news is that in Dec. and Jan. 
we prioritized getting caught back up on our collection devel-
opment work, and there should be lots of great new materials 
showing up at the RFL for the whole duration of this issue of 
the Newsy. 

What else is going on this winter at the RFL? 

On the 5th of Jan., the Roxbury Book Club is meeting to discuss 
Bill McKibben’s newest book, Here Comes the Sun. Other up-
coming book club winter reads include Ducks, Beaton, and Se-
lected Poetry. Regularly recurring events, such as Game Night 
(usually every other Sunday) and RFL Coffee House (monthly), 
will be on the calendar all winter. In January we are looking 
forward to local resident Jeanne Beckwith leading a writing and 
playwright workshop at the RFL (more details to come). We 
expect to be hosting more children’s and adult programs each 
month this winter and spring, but don’t have finalized details to 
advertise here yet. So, keep an eye on the RFL website for all 
the upcoming fun at the RFL (roxburyfreelibrary.org). Come 
enjoy all that is available to you through the RFL. Don’t want to 
come in? We can help you connect with all the digital services 
available through the RFL as well, just ask. 

From all of us at the RFL, all the best to you and yours in 2026.

Ryan, Caitlyn, Lisa, 
and your RFL volunteers and Trustee Board
roxburyfreelibrary.org  |  librarian@roxburyfreelibrary.org 
(802) 485-6860
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You can find town documents, meeting 
agendas and minutes, meeting warnings, 
and town governance information at the 

official town website: 
www.roxburyvt.org

                continued on page 4...
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Planning Commission
The Roxbury Planning Commission recently finished working 
with the team from gbArchitecture in order to complete the 
Roxbury Village Center Revitalization Plan Project. The plan 
was funded by a Municipal Planning Grant  from the Vermont 
Department of Housing and Community Development 
(DHCD), with assistance from the Central Vermont Regional 
Planning Commission. DHCD specifically granted funds 
to carry out Statewide planning goals (24 V.S.A. § 4302) 
that promote planning, revitalization and development 
activities that maintain Vermont’s land use goal of compact 
settlements separated by rural lands. By having a Municipal 
Plan, the town is better positioned for competitive funding for 
implementation.

The scope and intent of the planning project can be found 
here: https://roxburyvt.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/rfp-
roxbury-planning-commission-2-6-24.pdf

After extensive research over the last year, the gbA team 
presented a draft of the plan to the RPC and the citizens 
of Roxbury in a meeting (and via Zoom) on December 4, 
2025. Despite a snow stormy and frigid cold evening, over 
30 people participated in a lively discussion of the plan and 
provided feedback for the team to incorporate into their final 
draft. The final plan was presented on December 17 to another 
30+  Roxburians who attended the public meeting. 

Following the first presentation, a pdf of gbArchitecture’s 
slideshow was made available on the Roxbury Town Website 
and in the Roxbury Free Library.
 https://roxburyvt-my.sharepoint.com/personal/townclerk_
roxburyvt_org/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=/personal/
townclerk_roxburyvt_org/Documents/Website/Planning 
Commission/2025-12-04 Community Meeting.pdf&parent=/
personal/townclerk_roxburyvt_org/Documents/Website/
Planning Commission&ga=1.  

Four large maps of the more finalized project are in the 
Roxbury Town Office for viewing, as well as a paper copy of 
the final presentation slideshow. 

Watch the town website (or a posting on FPF) for a link to the 
final plan, which will also be made available in print at both 
the Town Office and the Library, and will include funding 
sources, a market analysis, and other appendices. (We will 
also add the link to the digital version of this Newsy issue).

Roxbury Planning Commission
Elizabeth Carney, chair, carney@tds.net
Lucinda Sullivan, Mike French,
Heidi Albright, Dotti Guiffre
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Community Caroling on December 21, 2025 in the Village was well at-
tended! A collaboration between the Park Committee and Roxbury Rising 
brought joy and music to the heart of town on the shortest day of the year.

Roxbury
Community Crafters
 by Debra Rogler 

Hello crafters! 
Our momentum is Snowballing! Welcoming the warmth of be-
ing inside, crafting among friends, the RCC is experiencing a 
wonderful increase in our Saturday attendees. So much so, that 
our game is upped and more spaces are available for those who 
wish to join in. 

While Roxbury’s Community Hall is under renovation, all 
classes will be held at the Northfield Senior Center. Thank you 
to the NSC for generously offering their space to us for the rest 
of Season 4. This allows the RCC to continue to provide “Social 
Crafting” most Saturdays from 1–4, while expanding the invita-
tion to those outside of Roxbury, sharing and spreading the fun.
 
The following is the schedule of 2026 classes:
12/13 - Bird Seed Bird House
 1/10 - String Art Embroidery
 1/17 - Fabric Woven Chairs
 1/24 - Junk Journal Decoupage & Binding
 1/31 - Woven Art Decor
 2/7 - Card Creations
 2/14 - Heart Felt Needle Felting
 2/21 - Mandala Art on Metal
 2/28 - Wire Wrap Trees
 3/7 - Wind Chime Wonders

Most classes and supplies are offered at no cost, however, dona-
tions are always appreciated. 

As always, please checkout and register for all classes at 
www.roxburyvt.com. Please note, cancellations affect everyone, 
therefore please only sign up for classes you are sure to attend. 
Thank you!  
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Roxbury Food Shelf: open every 
Wednesday from 12 p.m.-1:30 p.m. 

Individuals in need of food can contact Claire 
Chomentowski at  (802) 485-7779. 

6
A wire-wrap tree, RCC class offered on 2/28/2026

Field Notes, Vol. 5
by Rachel Field

Laura Hamilton remembers the day she knew Roxbury, VT, 
would become her home. As she recalls it: 
	 “One day, I followed the car of the man I had just start-
ed dating up a steep, winding road—cliff on one side, mountain 
on the other—and thought, ‘I am either going to really love this 
man and place or he is bringing me up to the middle of no-
where and no one will ever see me again!’ Slightly nervous but 
excited, I went on a hike up the mountain of Dr. John Aberth’s 
family’s farm. I saw a moose that day—the first one I ever saw, 
even though I was born and raised in Vermont—and then we 
saw a rainbow when we reached the top of the mountain, which 
clinched it for me. This man, this farm, this town, was my place. 
We married in 2000 and slowly built our dreams of teaching 
others about my passion for horses and his passion for saving 
wildlife as a licensed wildlife rehabilitator. 
	 “We combined his love of Medieval History (Dr. John 
was a history professor) and mine of my ponies (I have a B.S. in 
Equine Science) to create some unique camps for children and 
adults. We taught horseback riding, Medieval games, side-
saddle, vaulting, and driving. We even partnered with Norwich 
University to teach students, and offered mounted police train-
ings at large events like Equine Affaire in MA. The endangered 
breed of Fell and Dales ponies became our partners.” 

Laura and John’s dreams have continued to grow and deepen. 
They are currently in the process of founding two non-profit 
organizations at their farm in Roxbury, and have opened a 
farmhouse for short or long stays, called Beaver Lodge, which 
is a nod to John’s recently published book, Bringing up Beaver. 
Their non-profits will focus on wildlife rehabilitation (John’s 
passion) and education about Fell Ponies (Laura’s passion).

There will be plenty of opportunity for the Roxbury community, 
and the wider community, to become involved in the work of 
their two non-profits, and to support their efforts.

How did you come to live in Roxbury? We want to 
hear your story! 
Why do you live in Roxbury? Were you born here, 
or did you fall in love with it? If you have a story to 
share, contact Rachel at rachelf2000@gmail.com, or 
the RFL at librarian@roxburyfreelibrary.org.

Community Task Force work
Propelling Roxbury’s priorities forward!

Beginning in March 2025, the Vermont Council on Rural 
Development (VCRD) facilitated community-wide forums in 
Roxbury to brainstorm and decide on action priorities for the 
Town and its citizens. We showed up, voiced our opinions and 
made our priorities and vision for the Town clear.  Thank you 
VCRD, for what you helped us accomplish so far! You can 
read the full report here: https://www.vtrural.org/wp-content/
uploads/TheRoxburyCVReport-Web.pdf

The top priorities Roxburians chose to focus on were: Rei-
magining the Roxbury Village School Building and Boost 
Community Connection, Collaboration, Communication, 
Skill and Resource Sharing (“Roxbury Connect” for short).  
Task Force groups have formed around these goals in order 
to build on existing resources and strengthen the community. 
Anyone interested in participating in a Task Force is welcome 
and encouraged to join! 

A few action steps the two groups are working on...
•	 RVS Task Force: created a guide to and toured  other 

repurposed municipally owned buildings in the state, re-
searched building rental management platforms, seeking 
connections with business support organizations to create 
a business rental plan for the town, created a “spec sheet” 
of the building and what it offers to potential renters and 
community members. Follow our progress (and links to 
the above mentioned projects) at this link: https://docs.
google.com/document/d/1ORvV793xBIZNmVF_81y0Ut-
qdCkz51AperSrqw9ra44/edit?usp=sharing.

•	 Roxbury Connect: continuing to define “neighborhoods” 
and building a town resource book around those neigh-
borhoods, encouranging communication among town 
government, official committees, and community groups 
to facilitate collaboration and action. Methods of organiz-
ing volunteers are also being planned. Follow our prog-
ress at this link  https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ce
xZJWvovdqgRarUabGS1fK8qPCrL-He2OPnLRux9OM/
edit?usp=sharing

We invite your participation and feedback!  
Andre Souligny, co-chair, (RC), spoonderlust@gmail.com
Heidi Albright, co-chair, (RVS), blackwolfe@icloud.com

Laura and John at their Medieval wedding in Brookfield, VT, in 2000.
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Roxbury Roots is a 
community-wide ef-
fort to increase food 
access and build social 
connections with free 
monthly community 
suppers.  Many thanks 
go to all our amazing 
volunteers who make 
it happen! Watch for 
menus posted at the 
Post Office and the 
Roxbury Store.. Scan 
the QR code here to 
give us feedback!

MenuMenu  
April  25th  2025April  25th  2025  

Early Spring Salad
with homemade vinaigrette

Roasted Winter Squash
with local squash and maple syrup

Savory Zucchini Bread Pudding

Roasted Veggie and Herbed Hummus

Southern Brisket and Collard Soup
Pinto Bean and Veggie Soup

Simple Pasta 
with toppings

Bluberry Buckle 

Donations always appreciated! 
Food Served 5-7pm

All are welcome. 

LAST   FRIDAY  of  EVERY  M
ONTH

Roxbury Town Hall 
Roxbury Community Suppers are brought to you by the cooks of Roxbury Roots, and are funded in part by a SPARK Grant from The Vermont Community Foundation

Please join us and help keep our Community connected!

Seasonal Soup and Bread always served

free to all

POTLUCK DISHES WELCOME
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https://roxburyrootsvt.weebly.com
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Two Business Environmental Risks (BER) were cited. BER1 
is the known existence of asbestos in the Town Hall floor tile 
mastic, and the fact that the exterior of the building is coated in 
lead-based paint. The district did lead paint abatement up to four 
feet, but the issue is the possible existence of lead paint chips in 
the soil surrounding the building. A Hazardous Materials Study 
is recommended before doing work in either of these two areas. 

BER2 is lead in the 
water. Some of the 
rooms in RVS over 
the years have test-
ed positive for lead. 
Waite Heindel be-
lieves that, since it is 
not school-wide, the issue is fixture-based. The VT legislature 
in 2019 passed Act 66 which set the lead action level at 4ppb in 
schools and daycare facilities. The State and the EPA allow for 
lead in water to be 15pbb. Given the latest results, we may want 
to have each tap in the building tested as a baseline, as it seems 
the Town will have to mitigate these ongoing fixture-related is-
sues ourselves.

In summary, we have two big wins for the Town, with confir-
mation from DEC personnel that: 
1.	 “The Town has satisfied all requirements of Vermont Act 

74. In the future, the building may house a Public School or 
an approved independent school without being required to 
conduct any additional inventorying or testing for PCBs in 
indoor air under Act 74.”

2.	 “I agree with your findings of RECs and BERs. After talking 
with my colleagues internally, this site is eligible to apply 
for Brownfield funding opportunities. The next step would 
be a Brownfields application and Phase II ESA work plan to 
determine the UST condition.”

Our consultant is now working on the Town’s BRELLA applica-
tion, as the DEC offer allowing us to participate in the BRELLA 
program gets Roxbury important liability protections. This out-
come was entirely dependent on us having performed ESA test-
ing. 
Finally, for this budget year, voters allocated $75,000 to RVS 
costs. Acquisition costs to-date are sitting at approximately 
$25,000. Monies have been spent or committed to be spent on 
legal fees, pre-purchase testing, and various acquisition items 
needed such as re-keying all external doors, reactivating HVAC 
monitoring and security agreements, and other items. This leaves 
us with approx. $50,000 for remaining legal work, reimplement-
ing the necessary IT infrastructure for hosting Town Meeting, a 
continued afterschool program, and then the ongoing operating 
costs of heat, electricity, etc . . . once we actually take ownership.
Sincerely, 
Roxbury Selectboard, roxburytown@roxburyvt.org

belonging within the school community, and rates of chronic 
absenteeism—a priority of the district—has decreased from 
more than 22% in 2022 to 12% at this time. Students have 
opportunities to utilize flexible pathways programming to 
explore educational opportunities of personal interest, as well 
as a variety of additional opportunities that we are proud to 
support. 

Please share your perspectives, whether appreciation or 
concern.
Kasey Kathan kaseykathan@mpsvt.org  
Rhett Williams rhettwilliams@mpsvt.org

MRPS Update
By Kasey Kathan and Rhett Williams, MRPS Board Members

Moving into the winter season means that the MRPS Board of 
School Directors is also moving into budget season and starting 
the months-long process of developing and refining a budget to 
be presented to our communities on town meeting day. The first 
draft of the MRPS budget was presented at the December 3rd 
2025 board meeting, and drafts will continue to be refined at all 
board meetings between now and the end of January. You can 
follow versions of the budget and summaries of the discussion 
here: https://www.mrpsvt.org/budget.

A few important things to note: at this point in time, the budget 
considerations have consolidated around a “level programming” 
budget. This contemplates maintaining current programming 
and services, and results in a ~6% total budget increase. Due to 
increases in other non-tax revenue, though, this is an increase 
of 3.4% in budgeted funds that must be raised through taxes 
over last year. There are still a few unknown and uncontrollable 
factors that may influence how this translates into tax impacts. 
One of these that will not favor Roxbury this year is changes in 
the Common Level of Appraisal (CLA). In the years following 
a town-wide reappraisal, which Roxbury completed in 2022, the 
CLA is used as an adjustment factor to bring a town’s appraised 
values of properties into closer alignment with their market 
value. A decrease in CLA will cause the education property tax 
rate on an individual tax bill to increase. A significant decrease 
in Roxbury’s CLA is anticipated (market values are above 
assessed values currently) which will result in a significant 
increase in property tax rates. So, although the budget isn’t 
proposed to increase significantly, the tax rates in Roxbury 
likely will.

Other factors that may come into play this budget season 
include the state’s education reform law of last year, titled Act 
73. Act 73 was intended to restructure the governance and 
state funding of public schools. The Redistricting Task Force 
associated with this work did not find likely savings from 
consolidation. As a result, the task force did not put forward 
redistricting plans for legislative consideration, but, rather, laid 
out a 10-year plan for incentivizing voluntary redistricting. 
Until the legislative session is back in swing this January, it’s 
difficult to know how this will impact the coming year(s) for 
our communities and our students.

All of the budget planning and forecasting is intended to 
support our students in graduating from our school district 
with a limitless future built on the foundation of a high-quality 
education. MRPS students consistently score significantly 
above state and national average for all grade level assessments. 
Surveys show significant growth in students’ feeling of 
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return in the spring for site cleanup, plantings, and paving the 
road aprons. A big Thank You goes out to Brittney in the Town 
Office, who has been invaluable in dealing with FEMA and 
the State on this long and complicated project. It has not been 
easy. A big thank you also to the residents of Ladd and Tenney 
Roads, as it has no doubt been a noisy Summer & Fall.

The acquisition of RVS from the school district continues 
to consume both money and attention. The latest twist was the 
district’s decision to temporarily move the afterschool program 
to Montpelier with no notice to the Selectboard. There was no 
opportunity given to discuss the situation. The District letter 
says the move is temporary during this period of transition, 
and we all hope they remain true to their word. After securing a 
signed Purchase & Sales agreement with the school, the Select-
board has been working on all the details incumbent with that. 
Of paramount importance was testing as part of a pre-purchase 
Environmental Site Assessment (ESA). We tested RVS to ob-
tain a scientific determination on whether PCBs are present in 
the building. We also tested RVS to perform the due diligence 
required for possible enrollment in BRELLA (Brownfields Re-
use and Environmental Liability Limitation Program). We can 
report success with both initiatives.

Act 74-level PCB air sampling came back negative. Some say 
we wasted money, but we assert that we bought both taxpayers’ 
and parents’ certainty that PCBs—a known carcinogen—are 
not present in the building. PCBs are linked to melanoma, liver 
cancer, breast cancer, and other hormone-related cancers. Our 
position is simple: It is better to know definitively than to risk 
exposing children to a future with any of those cancers. We also 
bought certainty for future tenants in knowing that there will 
not be PCB-related business disruptions in the future, should 
the State mandated the Act 74 testing program be restarted.

In terms of ESA testing: 
Two Recognized Environmental Conditions (REC) were cited. 
REC1 is a 39-year-old, single-walled steel underground storage 
tank (UST). It is recommended this be replaced, and that when 
this is done, an environmental consultant be on hand. Field 
testing using a photo ionization detector for volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) when removing the tank could make the 
contamination call on-the-spot as to whether a DEC-approved 
soil management plan is required. REC2 is the floor drain in 
the boiler room. Damage to the copper fuel lines feeding the 
boilers could result in fuel leaking into the environment. Gil-
lespie’s can use State-approved techniques to address this, such 
as putting the fuel lines in sleeves and/or installing a floor drain 
plug. A cited Data Gap was mentioned, as there is no record at 
the State level or at Gillespie’s on what exactly happened to 
the above-ground fuel storage tank when the UST was installed 
back in 1986.
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Roxbury 
Volunteer Fire Department
Roxbury Volunteer Fire Department members Louis Stama-
telos and Maxwell Baker recently completed the Pumping 
Apparatus Driver/Operator course. We are grateful for the 
effort of these members in strengthening their knowledge and 
skills related to operation and inspection of vehicles equipped 
with a fire pump.

Note that outdoor burning of brush does not require a permit 
when snow covers the burning area. Specific information 
on backyard burning is available on our town website www.
roxburyvt.org under Quick Links, and Backyard Burning on 
www.dec.vermont.gov.

If you are in need of assistance, please reach out to your 
child’s school social worker to let them know. 

The next event that we will be preparing for is Teacher Ap-
preciation Week in early May. More to come on that in the 
next edition of the Newsy. In the meantime, consider get-
ting involved. Our organization is a small group, and we are 
always looking for others to join us. Volunteers are critical to 
our success, and help comes in all varieties—from serving on 
a Board, technical assistance, and event management, to sup-
porting an event. 

Throughout the year, there are many opportunities to get 
involved! To get involved or find out more, email director@
mrpspie.org or check out our website at www.mrpspie.org.
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Two Business Environmental Risks (BER) were cited. BER1 
is the known existence of asbestos in the Town Hall floor tile 
mastic, and the fact that the exterior of the building is coated in 
lead-based paint. The district did lead paint abatement up to four 
feet, but the issue is the possible existence of lead paint chips in 
the soil surrounding the building. A Hazardous Materials Study 
is recommended before doing work in either of these two areas. 

BER2 is lead in the 
water. Some of the 
rooms in RVS over 
the years have test-
ed positive for lead. 
Waite Heindel be-
lieves that, since it is 
not school-wide, the issue is fixture-based. The VT legislature 
in 2019 passed Act 66 which set the lead action level at 4ppb in 
schools and daycare facilities. The State and the EPA allow for 
lead in water to be 15pbb. Given the latest results, we may want 
to have each tap in the building tested as a baseline, as it seems 
the Town will have to mitigate these ongoing fixture-related is-
sues ourselves.

In summary, we have two big wins for the Town, with confir-
mation from DEC personnel that: 
1.	 “The Town has satisfied all requirements of Vermont Act 

74. In the future, the building may house a Public School or 
an approved independent school without being required to 
conduct any additional inventorying or testing for PCBs in 
indoor air under Act 74.”

2.	 “I agree with your findings of RECs and BERs. After talking 
with my colleagues internally, this site is eligible to apply 
for Brownfield funding opportunities. The next step would 
be a Brownfields application and Phase II ESA work plan to 
determine the UST condition.”

Our consultant is now working on the Town’s BRELLA applica-
tion, as the DEC offer allowing us to participate in the BRELLA 
program gets Roxbury important liability protections. This out-
come was entirely dependent on us having performed ESA test-
ing. 
Finally, for this budget year, voters allocated $75,000 to RVS 
costs. Acquisition costs to-date are sitting at approximately 
$25,000. Monies have been spent or committed to be spent on 
legal fees, pre-purchase testing, and various acquisition items 
needed such as re-keying all external doors, reactivating HVAC 
monitoring and security agreements, and other items. This leaves 
us with approx. $50,000 for remaining legal work, reimplement-
ing the necessary IT infrastructure for hosting Town Meeting, a 
continued afterschool program, and then the ongoing operating 
costs of heat, electricity, etc . . . once we actually take ownership.
Sincerely, 
Roxbury Selectboard, roxburytown@roxburyvt.org

belonging within the school community, and rates of chronic 
absenteeism—a priority of the district—has decreased from 
more than 22% in 2022 to 12% at this time. Students have 
opportunities to utilize flexible pathways programming to 
explore educational opportunities of personal interest, as well 
as a variety of additional opportunities that we are proud to 
support. 

Please share your perspectives, whether appreciation or 
concern.
Kasey Kathan kaseykathan@mpsvt.org  
Rhett Williams rhettwilliams@mpsvt.org

MRPS Update
By Kasey Kathan and Rhett Williams, MRPS Board Members

Moving into the winter season means that the MRPS Board of 
School Directors is also moving into budget season and starting 
the months-long process of developing and refining a budget to 
be presented to our communities on town meeting day. The first 
draft of the MRPS budget was presented at the December 3rd 
2025 board meeting, and drafts will continue to be refined at all 
board meetings between now and the end of January. You can 
follow versions of the budget and summaries of the discussion 
here: https://www.mrpsvt.org/budget.

A few important things to note: at this point in time, the budget 
considerations have consolidated around a “level programming” 
budget. This contemplates maintaining current programming 
and services, and results in a ~6% total budget increase. Due to 
increases in other non-tax revenue, though, this is an increase 
of 3.4% in budgeted funds that must be raised through taxes 
over last year. There are still a few unknown and uncontrollable 
factors that may influence how this translates into tax impacts. 
One of these that will not favor Roxbury this year is changes in 
the Common Level of Appraisal (CLA). In the years following 
a town-wide reappraisal, which Roxbury completed in 2022, the 
CLA is used as an adjustment factor to bring a town’s appraised 
values of properties into closer alignment with their market 
value. A decrease in CLA will cause the education property tax 
rate on an individual tax bill to increase. A significant decrease 
in Roxbury’s CLA is anticipated (market values are above 
assessed values currently) which will result in a significant 
increase in property tax rates. So, although the budget isn’t 
proposed to increase significantly, the tax rates in Roxbury 
likely will.

Other factors that may come into play this budget season 
include the state’s education reform law of last year, titled Act 
73. Act 73 was intended to restructure the governance and 
state funding of public schools. The Redistricting Task Force 
associated with this work did not find likely savings from 
consolidation. As a result, the task force did not put forward 
redistricting plans for legislative consideration, but, rather, laid 
out a 10-year plan for incentivizing voluntary redistricting. 
Until the legislative session is back in swing this January, it’s 
difficult to know how this will impact the coming year(s) for 
our communities and our students.

All of the budget planning and forecasting is intended to 
support our students in graduating from our school district 
with a limitless future built on the foundation of a high-quality 
education. MRPS students consistently score significantly 
above state and national average for all grade level assessments. 
Surveys show significant growth in students’ feeling of 
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return in the spring for site cleanup, plantings, and paving the 
road aprons. A big Thank You goes out to Brittney in the Town 
Office, who has been invaluable in dealing with FEMA and 
the State on this long and complicated project. It has not been 
easy. A big thank you also to the residents of Ladd and Tenney 
Roads, as it has no doubt been a noisy Summer & Fall.

The acquisition of RVS from the school district continues 
to consume both money and attention. The latest twist was the 
district’s decision to temporarily move the afterschool program 
to Montpelier with no notice to the Selectboard. There was no 
opportunity given to discuss the situation. The District letter 
says the move is temporary during this period of transition, 
and we all hope they remain true to their word. After securing a 
signed Purchase & Sales agreement with the school, the Select-
board has been working on all the details incumbent with that. 
Of paramount importance was testing as part of a pre-purchase 
Environmental Site Assessment (ESA). We tested RVS to ob-
tain a scientific determination on whether PCBs are present in 
the building. We also tested RVS to perform the due diligence 
required for possible enrollment in BRELLA (Brownfields Re-
use and Environmental Liability Limitation Program). We can 
report success with both initiatives.

Act 74-level PCB air sampling came back negative. Some say 
we wasted money, but we assert that we bought both taxpayers’ 
and parents’ certainty that PCBs—a known carcinogen—are 
not present in the building. PCBs are linked to melanoma, liver 
cancer, breast cancer, and other hormone-related cancers. Our 
position is simple: It is better to know definitively than to risk 
exposing children to a future with any of those cancers. We also 
bought certainty for future tenants in knowing that there will 
not be PCB-related business disruptions in the future, should 
the State mandated the Act 74 testing program be restarted.

In terms of ESA testing: 
Two Recognized Environmental Conditions (REC) were cited. 
REC1 is a 39-year-old, single-walled steel underground storage 
tank (UST). It is recommended this be replaced, and that when 
this is done, an environmental consultant be on hand. Field 
testing using a photo ionization detector for volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) when removing the tank could make the 
contamination call on-the-spot as to whether a DEC-approved 
soil management plan is required. REC2 is the floor drain in 
the boiler room. Damage to the copper fuel lines feeding the 
boilers could result in fuel leaking into the environment. Gil-
lespie’s can use State-approved techniques to address this, such 
as putting the fuel lines in sleeves and/or installing a floor drain 
plug. A cited Data Gap was mentioned, as there is no record at 
the State level or at Gillespie’s on what exactly happened to 
the above-ground fuel storage tank when the UST was installed 
back in 1986.
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Roxbury 
Volunteer Fire Department
Roxbury Volunteer Fire Department members Louis Stama-
telos and Maxwell Baker recently completed the Pumping 
Apparatus Driver/Operator course. We are grateful for the 
effort of these members in strengthening their knowledge and 
skills related to operation and inspection of vehicles equipped 
with a fire pump.

Note that outdoor burning of brush does not require a permit 
when snow covers the burning area. Specific information 
on backyard burning is available on our town website www.
roxburyvt.org under Quick Links, and Backyard Burning on 
www.dec.vermont.gov.

If you are in need of assistance, please reach out to your 
child’s school social worker to let them know. 

The next event that we will be preparing for is Teacher Ap-
preciation Week in early May. More to come on that in the 
next edition of the Newsy. In the meantime, consider get-
ting involved. Our organization is a small group, and we are 
always looking for others to join us. Volunteers are critical to 
our success, and help comes in all varieties—from serving on 
a Board, technical assistance, and event management, to sup-
porting an event. 

Throughout the year, there are many opportunities to get 
involved! To get involved or find out more, email director@
mrpspie.org or check out our website at www.mrpspie.org.

roxbury
free library

RFL

mailto:roxburytown%40roxburyvt.org%20?subject=
mailto:kaseykathan%40mpsvt.org%20?subject=
mailto:rhettwilliams%40mpsvt.org?subject=
https://www.mrpsvt.org/budget
http://www.roxburyvt.org
http://www.roxburyvt.org
http://www.dec.vermont.gov
mailto:director%40mrpspie.org?subject=
mailto:director%40mrpspie.org?subject=
http://www.mrpspie.org


Roxbury Newsy   Vol. 11 No. 1 Roxbury Newsy   Vol. 11 No. 1January-March 2026 January-March 2026

roxbury
free library

RFL

3

roxbury
free library

RFL

Community Caroling on December 21, 2025 in the Village was well at-
tended! A collaboration between the Park Committee and Roxbury Rising 
brought joy and music to the heart of town on the shortest day of the year.

Roxbury
Community Crafters
 by Debra Rogler 

Hello crafters! 
Our momentum is Snowballing! Welcoming the warmth of be-
ing inside, crafting among friends, the RCC is experiencing a 
wonderful increase in our Saturday attendees. So much so, that 
our game is upped and more spaces are available for those who 
wish to join in. 

While Roxbury’s Community Hall is under renovation, all 
classes will be held at the Northfield Senior Center. Thank you 
to the NSC for generously offering their space to us for the rest 
of Season 4. This allows the RCC to continue to provide “Social 
Crafting” most Saturdays from 1–4, while expanding the invita-
tion to those outside of Roxbury, sharing and spreading the fun.
 
The following is the schedule of 2026 classes:
12/13 - Bird Seed Bird House
 1/10 - String Art Embroidery
 1/17 - Fabric Woven Chairs
 1/24 - Junk Journal Decoupage & Binding
 1/31 - Woven Art Decor
 2/7 - Card Creations
 2/14 - Heart Felt Needle Felting
 2/21 - Mandala Art on Metal
 2/28 - Wire Wrap Trees
 3/7 - Wind Chime Wonders

Most classes and supplies are offered at no cost, however, dona-
tions are always appreciated. 

As always, please checkout and register for all classes at 
www.roxburyvt.com. Please note, cancellations affect everyone, 
therefore please only sign up for classes you are sure to attend. 
Thank you!  
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Roxbury Food Shelf: open every 
Wednesday from 12 p.m.-1:30 p.m. 

Individuals in need of food can contact Claire 
Chomentowski at  (802) 485-7779. 

6
A wire-wrap tree, RCC class offered on 2/28/2026

Field Notes, Vol. 5
by Rachel Field

Laura Hamilton remembers the day she knew Roxbury, VT, 
would become her home. As she recalls it: 
	 “One day, I followed the car of the man I had just start-
ed dating up a steep, winding road—cliff on one side, mountain 
on the other—and thought, ‘I am either going to really love this 
man and place or he is bringing me up to the middle of no-
where and no one will ever see me again!’ Slightly nervous but 
excited, I went on a hike up the mountain of Dr. John Aberth’s 
family’s farm. I saw a moose that day—the first one I ever saw, 
even though I was born and raised in Vermont—and then we 
saw a rainbow when we reached the top of the mountain, which 
clinched it for me. This man, this farm, this town, was my place. 
We married in 2000 and slowly built our dreams of teaching 
others about my passion for horses and his passion for saving 
wildlife as a licensed wildlife rehabilitator. 
	 “We combined his love of Medieval History (Dr. John 
was a history professor) and mine of my ponies (I have a B.S. in 
Equine Science) to create some unique camps for children and 
adults. We taught horseback riding, Medieval games, side-
saddle, vaulting, and driving. We even partnered with Norwich 
University to teach students, and offered mounted police train-
ings at large events like Equine Affaire in MA. The endangered 
breed of Fell and Dales ponies became our partners.” 

Laura and John’s dreams have continued to grow and deepen. 
They are currently in the process of founding two non-profit 
organizations at their farm in Roxbury, and have opened a 
farmhouse for short or long stays, called Beaver Lodge, which 
is a nod to John’s recently published book, Bringing up Beaver. 
Their non-profits will focus on wildlife rehabilitation (John’s 
passion) and education about Fell Ponies (Laura’s passion).

There will be plenty of opportunity for the Roxbury community, 
and the wider community, to become involved in the work of 
their two non-profits, and to support their efforts.

How did you come to live in Roxbury? We want to 
hear your story! 
Why do you live in Roxbury? Were you born here, 
or did you fall in love with it? If you have a story to 
share, contact Rachel at rachelf2000@gmail.com, or 
the RFL at librarian@roxburyfreelibrary.org.

Community Task Force work
Propelling Roxbury’s priorities forward!

Beginning in March 2025, the Vermont Council on Rural 
Development (VCRD) facilitated community-wide forums in 
Roxbury to brainstorm and decide on action priorities for the 
Town and its citizens. We showed up, voiced our opinions and 
made our priorities and vision for the Town clear.  Thank you 
VCRD, for what you helped us accomplish so far! You can 
read the full report here: https://www.vtrural.org/wp-content/
uploads/TheRoxburyCVReport-Web.pdf

The top priorities Roxburians chose to focus on were: Rei-
magining the Roxbury Village School Building and Boost 
Community Connection, Collaboration, Communication, 
Skill and Resource Sharing (“Roxbury Connect” for short).  
Task Force groups have formed around these goals in order 
to build on existing resources and strengthen the community. 
Anyone interested in participating in a Task Force is welcome 
and encouraged to join! 

A few action steps the two groups are working on...
•	 RVS Task Force: created a guide to and toured  other 

repurposed municipally owned buildings in the state, re-
searched building rental management platforms, seeking 
connections with business support organizations to create 
a business rental plan for the town, created a “spec sheet” 
of the building and what it offers to potential renters and 
community members. Follow our progress (and links to 
the above mentioned projects) at this link: https://docs.
google.com/document/d/1ORvV793xBIZNmVF_81y0Ut-
qdCkz51AperSrqw9ra44/edit?usp=sharing.

•	 Roxbury Connect: continuing to define “neighborhoods” 
and building a town resource book around those neigh-
borhoods, encouranging communication among town 
government, official committees, and community groups 
to facilitate collaboration and action. Methods of organiz-
ing volunteers are also being planned. Follow our prog-
ress at this link  https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Ce
xZJWvovdqgRarUabGS1fK8qPCrL-He2OPnLRux9OM/
edit?usp=sharing

We invite your participation and feedback!  
Andre Souligny, co-chair, (RC), spoonderlust@gmail.com
Heidi Albright, co-chair, (RVS), blackwolfe@icloud.com

Laura and John at their Medieval wedding in Brookfield, VT, in 2000.
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Roxbury Roots is a 
community-wide ef-
fort to increase food 
access and build social 
connections with free 
monthly community 
suppers.  Many thanks 
go to all our amazing 
volunteers who make 
it happen! Watch for 
menus posted at the 
Post Office and the 
Roxbury Store.. Scan 
the QR code here to 
give us feedback!

MenuMenu  
April  25th  2025April  25th  2025  

Early Spring Salad
with homemade vinaigrette

Roasted Winter Squash
with local squash and maple syrup

Savory Zucchini Bread Pudding

Roasted Veggie and Herbed Hummus

Southern Brisket and Collard Soup
Pinto Bean and Veggie Soup

Simple Pasta 
with toppings

Bluberry Buckle 

Donations always appreciated! 
Food Served 5-7pm

All are welcome. 

LAST   FRIDAY  of  EVERY  M
ONTH

Roxbury Town Hall 
Roxbury Community Suppers are brought to you by the cooks of Roxbury Roots, and are funded in part by a SPARK Grant from The Vermont Community Foundation

Please join us and help keep our Community connected!

Seasonal Soup and Bread always served

free to all

POTLUCK DISHES WELCOME
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Letter from the Selectboard
 To the citizenry of Roxbury,
 
We are writing this update on a cold, early December weekend 
morning, as Winter has arrived and the Road Crew just drove 
past! Thank you, Kevin & Andrew. But rest assured, folks, 
since your last Newsy, the Selectboard has remained diligent. 
A Town audit was approved this Fall and will be starting this 
winter. The last Town audit was done 11 years ago for Fiscal 
Year Ending 
June 30, 2014. 

Just in time before the ski season kicks off in earnest, radar 
speed signs should be or soon will be installed on Rt 12A, north 
and south of the Village. 

We now know that deferred maintenance has a cost, as Dubois 
& King continues the prep work needed to get DEC Rivers 
onboard with trying to fix the water issues for the homes along 
12A, north of the Village. For this work, Roxbury is facing 
a potential $500,000 project. In November, one of the grants 
the Town applied for was a Municipal Planning Grant for as-
sistance with the development of a Capital Planning process. It 
is envisioned that a series of spreadsheets and forms will help 
guide the Selectboard and inform taxpayers in evaluating and 
monitoring the implications of capital decisions both before we 
make them and over time. Real or potential capital-intensive 
projects include: the just-released Village Revitalization plan; 
the buy-back of the Village school; the wastewater feasibility 
study and the D&K waterway/beaver survey, which are both 
currently underway; ongoing Highway equipment needs; as 
well as the replacement Town Garage project. Each are big-
dollar items with potential implications for the property taxes 
we all pay. 

Work continues with the MERP grant, as upgrades to the Town 
Office are 99% complete. Bids were due mid-December for en-
ergy and ADA improvements for the Community Hall/Senior 
Center, and by the time you read this, work should have started 
in that building. Project Manager Andrew Larossa has been of 
tremendous assistance to the Town in helping the Selectboard 
to move these projects forward. Thank you to Andrew, Josh 
Potwin and his team, and the other contractors who have got-
ten us to this point with the MERP work. As winter sets in, you 
will find that Tammy and Brittney are both warm and snug in 
the Town office. 

By the time you read this article, and depending on weather, the 
bridge work on Ladd and Tenney Roads should be paused for 
the winter, and the bridges open to traffic. The contractors will 

From the Town Clerk’s Office 
2026 TOWN MEETING 
Town Meeting is on March 3rd. The deadline to submit peti-
tions to have an article on the Town Meeting Warning is January 
15th. The petition must have 30 Roxbury Voter signatures. The 
deadline to submit petitions for office is January 26th. The peti-
tion must have 9 Roxbury Voter signatures. A list of openings 
will be posted on the website and in town.

Town Meeting will be held at the Town Hall (Village School). 
In-person Town Meeting will start at 10 a.m. Australian Ballot 
Voting will be from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.

TAXES 
Third installment of property taxes is due on February 13, 2026.

The Town Office will be open until 5 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Thursday, and Friday of the week that taxes are due.
Normal office hours are Tuesday–Friday, 9 a.m.–noon/1 p.m.–4 
p.m.

2026 DOG LICENSES 
Dogs are required to be licensed annually by April 1st. The 
Rabies Clinic has not been scheduled at this time. A notice an-
nouncing the day and time will be posted on the website, in the 
Town Report, and in town if a clinic will be held.

If licensed on or before April 1st, the cost for a neutered/spayed 
dog is $11 and a non-neutered/spayed dog is $15. After April 
1st, the cost is $13 for a neutered/spayed dog and $19 for a non-
neutered/spayed dog.

Please contact the Town Clerk for more information, email: 
townclerk@roxburyvt.org

SELECTBOARD RESIGNATION 
On December 15th, Rene Bouchard resigned from the Select-
board. Rene has worked many, many hours for the Town. He 
has worked tirelessly, trying to help the Town with many issues 
including the Roxbury Village School, FEMA, the Wastewater 
Project, and the list goes on. Thank you, Rene. 

Rene also resigned from the position of E-911 Coordinator and 
as the representative on the Mountain Alliance. 
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Roxbury Free Library Notes
Look at that, Roxbury—we’ve found ourselves in 2026! A 
brand new year of new stories, educational and entertaining 
programs, and all the reliable services you’ve come to expect 
from the RFL. I know the RFL staff are all excited to be seeing 
many more new materials arriving on the shelves this winter, 
and I suspect many of you are as well. We appreciate everyone’s 
patience as we sorted out all the upheaval in the book distribut-
ing world late last fall. The good news is that in Dec. and Jan. 
we prioritized getting caught back up on our collection devel-
opment work, and there should be lots of great new materials 
showing up at the RFL for the whole duration of this issue of 
the Newsy. 

What else is going on this winter at the RFL? 

On the 5th of Jan., the Roxbury Book Club is meeting to discuss 
Bill McKibben’s newest book, Here Comes the Sun. Other up-
coming book club winter reads include Ducks, Beaton, and Se-
lected Poetry. Regularly recurring events, such as Game Night 
(usually every other Sunday) and RFL Coffee House (monthly), 
will be on the calendar all winter. In January we are looking 
forward to local resident Jeanne Beckwith leading a writing and 
playwright workshop at the RFL (more details to come). We 
expect to be hosting more children’s and adult programs each 
month this winter and spring, but don’t have finalized details to 
advertise here yet. So, keep an eye on the RFL website for all 
the upcoming fun at the RFL (roxburyfreelibrary.org). Come 
enjoy all that is available to you through the RFL. Don’t want to 
come in? We can help you connect with all the digital services 
available through the RFL as well, just ask. 

From all of us at the RFL, all the best to you and yours in 2026.

Ryan, Caitlyn, Lisa, 
and your RFL volunteers and Trustee Board
roxburyfreelibrary.org  |  librarian@roxburyfreelibrary.org 
(802) 485-6860
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You can find town documents, meeting 
agendas and minutes, meeting warnings, 
and town governance information at the 

official town website: 
www.roxburyvt.org

                continued on page 4...
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Planning Commission
The Roxbury Planning Commission recently finished working 
with the team from gbArchitecture in order to complete the 
Roxbury Village Center Revitalization Plan Project. The plan 
was funded by a Municipal Planning Grant  from the Vermont 
Department of Housing and Community Development 
(DHCD), with assistance from the Central Vermont Regional 
Planning Commission. DHCD specifically granted funds 
to carry out Statewide planning goals (24 V.S.A. § 4302) 
that promote planning, revitalization and development 
activities that maintain Vermont’s land use goal of compact 
settlements separated by rural lands. By having a Municipal 
Plan, the town is better positioned for competitive funding for 
implementation.

The scope and intent of the planning project can be found 
here: https://roxburyvt.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/rfp-
roxbury-planning-commission-2-6-24.pdf

After extensive research over the last year, the gbA team 
presented a draft of the plan to the RPC and the citizens 
of Roxbury in a meeting (and via Zoom) on December 4, 
2025. Despite a snow stormy and frigid cold evening, over 
30 people participated in a lively discussion of the plan and 
provided feedback for the team to incorporate into their final 
draft. The final plan was presented on December 17 to another 
30+  Roxburians who attended the public meeting. 

Following the first presentation, a pdf of gbArchitecture’s 
slideshow was made available on the Roxbury Town Website 
and in the Roxbury Free Library.
 https://roxburyvt-my.sharepoint.com/personal/townclerk_
roxburyvt_org/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=/personal/
townclerk_roxburyvt_org/Documents/Website/Planning 
Commission/2025-12-04 Community Meeting.pdf&parent=/
personal/townclerk_roxburyvt_org/Documents/Website/
Planning Commission&ga=1.  

Four large maps of the more finalized project are in the 
Roxbury Town Office for viewing, as well as a paper copy of 
the final presentation slideshow. 

Watch the town website (or a posting on FPF) for a link to the 
final plan, which will also be made available in print at both 
the Town Office and the Library, and will include funding 
sources, a market analysis, and other appendices. (We will 
also add the link to the digital version of this Newsy issue).

Roxbury Planning Commission
Elizabeth Carney, chair, carney@tds.net
Lucinda Sullivan, Mike French,
Heidi Albright, Dotti Guiffre
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Thanks to Ryan Zajac, Courtney B. Jenkins 
Mesquita, Jane Pincus, and Heidi Albright for 
compiling, editing, and designing this issue of 
the Newsy!   We hope you enjoy it. 
© 2026 Roxbury Newsy

The Newsy always welcomes new 
contributors. Please let us know 
if you have anything you’d like to 
share with the community, and we 
can get it into the next issue. Send 
questions and content to librarian@
roxburyfreelibrary.org
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Calling all Roxbury Kids !
Tell us what you did this year! 
Got a story to share? We want 
your artwork, poetry, photos, 
and writing to publish in the next 
Newsy. Send it to: 
librarian@roxburyfreelibrary.org

Looking for community? There are many ways to get together, 
have a conversation, share a purpose and meet new neighbors.  
These are just a few... 

Book Group: Choose a book as a group for reading and dis-
cussion. Often the third Monday of each month, 6pm at RFL, check 
calendar for schedule: https://roxburyfreelibrary.org/community-
calendar-copy/

Game Night: Play board games with family and friends. 
Usually every other Sunday evening, 5pm at RFL, check calendar for 
dates: https://roxburyfreelibrary.org/community-calendar-copy/

Roxbury Senior Lunches: Enjoy lunch and socialize with 
other seniors and friends. Mondays at 11:30, sponsored by the 
Northfield Senior Center http://www.greaternorthfieldseniors.org/ 
Usually at Community Hall, relocated to the Congregational Church 
during renovations. Cost is $5-7.

Roxbury Community Crafters: Enjoy arts, crafts, and 
camaraderie! Saturdays in Fall, Winter and Spring months. Check 
www.roxburyvt.com for full schedule and to sign up. Location has 
been moved to Northfield Senior Center until further notice. Most 
classes free to Roxbury residents!

Roxbury Roots Community Supper Prep Night: pre-
pare food for a community feast! Last Thursday of every 
month. Location TBD during Community Hall renovations. 
Email roxburyrootsvt@gmail.com to sign up!

Free Roxbury Roots Community Suppers: enjoy a free 
meal with others. Last Friday of every month, 5-7pm. . Watch 
for menus with dinner location posted around town and at the 
Store!

Tuesday Potlucks: join others for a potluck dinner at 
the Congregational Church, third Tuesday of the month, 6pm. 
Contact Claire at (802) 485-7779 for more information.

Roxbury Free Library Cafe: enjoy free coffee, tea and 
tidbits while enjoying conversation with neighbors. At 
least one Saturday morning per month, starting at 9:30am at the 
RFL. Check calendar for schedule: https://roxburyfreelibrary.
org/community-calendar-copy/

Congregational Church services: all are welcome! 
Sundays 11am-noon, Contact Claire at (802) 485-7779 for more 
information.

Community Task Force working groups: join with oth-
ers in the effort to promote community priorities. Both 
groups meet regularly at RFL. Check calendar for schedule: 
https://roxburyfreelibrary.org/community-calendar-copy/

Roxbury
Connect Hello, Roxbury! Montpelier-Roxbury Partners in Education (MRPS PIE) is a 501(c)

(3) nonprofit that works with the parent/caregiver groups for each of the MRPS district 
schools and the schools’ staff to identify areas of need that are outside of the school 
budget. We connect with local organizations and community members, raise funds from 
individuals and businesses, and host events like the annual Montpelier Fall Festival, staff 
appreciation events, and charitable giving. This is our first addition to the Newsy, and we 
are excited to be here!

By the time you read this, we will have completed our big push for the Family Sup-
port Fund. Every year, MRPS PIE works alongside the outstanding social workers in 
our district to give financial assistance directly to families who need support. This is a 
meaningful way to help our neighbors and to share the love that is so strong across the 
Montpelier and Roxbury Communities.

Our goal this year was to raise $10,000—and as of Wednesday, December 17, we have 
raised $6,268!. If you missed a chance to help, you can still donate through our GoFund-
Me campaign (see the link below). Or, to avoid fees, send a check directly to: MRPS 
PIE Family Support Fund, 5 High School Drive, Montpelier, VT, 05602. All donations 
are fully tax-deductible. And 100% of donations go directly to families in need within 
the Montpelier-Roxbury school district. Funds will be distributed over the course of the 
year, as needs arise. 

GoFundMe page: https://www.gofundme.com/f/79zhb-mrps-pie-
family-support-fund?attribution_id=sl:6f0e82ee-49ff-4517-96ad-
774f320d8b91&lang=en_US&utm_campaign=man_ss_icons&utm_
medium=customer&utm_source=copy_link

MRPS PIE 
Family Support fundraiser

by Chris Dorer, MRPS PIE Board Member
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