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Thanks to Ryan Zajac, Courtney B. Jenkins 
Mesquita, Jane Pincus, and Heidi Albright for 
compiling, editing, and designing this issue of 
the Newsy!   We hope you enjoy it. 
© 2026 Roxbury Newsy

The Newsy always welcomes new 
contributors. Please let us know 
if you have anything you’d like to 
share with the community, and we 
can get it into the next issue. Send 
questions and content to librarian@
roxburyfreelibrary.org
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The above logo is part of the“Welcome to Roxbury” packet of resources that 
Roxbury Connected has created for new members of our community. 
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Calling all Roxbury Kids!
Tell us what you did this year! 
Got a story to share? We want 
your artwork, poetry, photos, 
and writing to publish in the next 
Newsy. Send it to: 
librarian@roxburyfreelibrary.org

Here’s to Ryan Zajac! The Roxbury Free 
Library will miss him!

When we needed to find a book or to 
check on services offered by the town 
or state, our fantastic  library director, 
Ryan, was superb. He always responded 
to our inquiries and ideas with knowl-
edge, subtle humor, and welcome 
patience. Over the 14 years he served 
as Director, he shepherded our for-
merly sleepy library into the twenty-tirst 
century. He worked well with  Trustees, 
Assistant Librarian Caitlyn, and Volun-
teers such as  the cherished Joan Leary. 
He helped us clarify our vision for the 
library, updating existing policies to 
comply with changing state regulations 
and providing necessary data to build 
our Strategic Plan.

Ryan often went “beyond the call of 
duty.” One winter day—during the Covid era, when the Library was closed—he took 
time to drive up our mile-long hill to deliver books, and he surely did the same for oth-
ers. Each time someone walked into the Library seeking information, Ryan was right 
there on the spot! He has seen to it that the Library served as many townspeople as pos-
sible. He instituted new programs in response to people’s wishes and interests, among 
them Game Night and the even more recent Saturday morning Coffee Hour. He attended 
the Book Club meetings, which are running smoothly every month, and growing! One 
of the most popular seasonal happenings has been the Library’s organization of the 
Hallowe’en Trunk-or-Treat event, which has grown more festive every year.

So let’s cheer Ryan as he  moves on from his role as Library Director and begins a new 
chapter. Join us in celebrating him and recognizing ALL he has accomplished. We wish 
him all the best and look forward to seeing him around town!

 A Tribute to Outgoing Library Director, 
Ryan Zajac 

by Jane Pincus

On Thursday, April 16th , Roxbury Connected will host a 
“Roxbury Round Table” with the hope of gathering together 
the leaders of all of our local groups and organizations in one 
place! The goal of getting together will be to introduce our-
selves to one another, hear a brief descrip-
tion of what each group does, and share 
information about groups plans/activities 
for the year ahead in hopes of making a 
more comprehensive calendar of com-
munity activities and events, and to chat 
about communication. What we would 
like to see is just one person from each 
group who can talk about what the group 
does, share your upcoming events, share 
how your group communicates to the com-
munity or its membership, etc. Important 
things to bring would be contact informa-
tion, website information for your group, 
a schedule of events or meetings that your 
group is planning in the future, and a few copies of brochures 
or written information your group puts out. The Round Table 
will start at 6pm, and go no later than 8pm.

  
Many Roxburians are involved in other groups, so please 
consider sending a representitive of your group at this up-
coming Round Table. Roxbury Connected will be sending 
out an invitation to the groups we know exist and posting 

on Front Porch Forum, Roxbury Roots 
Listserv, and hopefully the calendar on the 
Roxbury Town Website.

Please take a look at this resource from the 
Vermont Council on Rural Development 
that talks specifically about how communi-
ties can improve communication, it’s worth 
a read especially before the upcoming 
Roxbury Round Table. https://drive.google.
com/file/d/1tqyqsHWU0Gw7b3yWxKDE
CL1P0vRxh69O/view?usp=sharing

If you are interested in participating in 
Roxbury Connected, you can come to the 

next regular meeting on May 11, [see more details on 
page 3]  or contact André  to be added to the email list.   
 
André Souligny
Roxbury Connected Volunteer Facilitator
roxburyconnected@gmail.com

Roxbury Connected to Host a Round Table Discussion
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Ryan and his son Ellison dressed up as ‘A Young Moose and a Wildlife Biologist’ for an early RFL Trunk or Treat event. 
photo contributed by Hannah Zajac
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From the Town Clerk’s Office 
2026 DOG LICENSES 
It is time to license your dog(s).  The deadline is April 1st.  
The cost is $11.00 for a neutered dog and $15.00 for an un-
neutered dog.  After April 2nd, the cost will be $13.00 for a 
neutered dog and $19.00 for an un-neutered dog.  

It is the law of the State of Vermont that all dogs are vac-
cinated every three years. The first vaccination is only good 
for one year.  Pursuant to 20 V.S.A. § 3581 of the Vermont 
Statutes, a dog must be licensed by six months of age at the 
Town Office to be legal.  Proof of a rabies vaccination within 
the past year is required.  Dogs NOT licensed can be seized 
and euthanized per State Statutes.  20 V.S.A. § 3621 states a 
warrant can be issued to impound.  

TAXES 
The next property tax installment is due on May 8, 2026.  The 
office will be open until 5 p.m. on Wednesday, Thursday, and 
Friday.  The Town accepts postmarked envelopes.

SUMMER HOURS 
Summer hours will begin on May 1st.  The Town Office will 
close at noon on Fridays (except for the day property taxes 
are due, which happens to be the week of May 4th).  Summer 
hours will end the last Friday of September.

2026 TOWN MEETING
Town Meeting was on March 3rd at the Roxbury Town 
Hall (Village School).  Eighty-one voters attended the an-
nual meeting.  One hundred and eighty-one voters voted for 
Town Officials, the Montpelier Roxbury School District, and 
Central Vermont Career Center articles.  Article 4 – Highway 
Budget was amended to be increased by $25,000, to be used 
to keep our current road crew and to fill the third full-time 
position.  Article 6 – Local Option Tax failed.  The voters 
approved increasing the Roxbury Food Shelf’s annual appro-
priation of $1,000.  All other articles passed as submitted. You 
can see the results on the Town’s website:  www.roxburyvt.
gov

Officers that were elected on March 3rd are:
Town Moderator – Jackie Frazier			 
Town Clerk – Tammy Legacy
Town Treasurer – Anne Maxham			
Selectboard for 3 years – Heather Holter
Selectboard for 2 years – Tim Martin		
Lister for 3 years – Bill Hansen
Lister for 2 years – Tom Frazier			
Collector of Delinquent Taxes – Bill Hansen
Library Trustee for 3 years – Heidi Albright	
Auditor for 2 years – Karen Tassinari		
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Roxbury Free Library Notes
Hello, Roxbury, and happy spring!
Thanks to all who attended Town Meeting this year and sup-
ported the RFL. We are grateful to our community and for the
unwavering support for our very own municipal library, some-
thing not every small town has.
 
We are facing some changes this year as our long-time Li-
brary Director, Ryan Zajac, is “turning the page” and mov-
ing on to new adventures. We are grateful for the years Ryan 
dedicated to the RFL, he will be missed!  Since January, the 
RFL Board of Trustees and a Search Committee (including sev-
eral community members) have been working hard at recruiting 
a New Director.  We are happy to announce that Amy Rogers 
will be joining the RFL staff sometime in mid-April. 
Welcome, Amy! 
She writes this letter of introduction:

“I am thrilled to join the Roxbury Free Library as the 
new Library Director. To me, a library is more than 
a collection of books—it is the heart of a community 
where neighbors come together to connect, learn, and 
share ideas. Throughout my career, I have seen how vi-
tal welcoming public spaces are for a strong community, 
and I am honored to help steward this one.

“My background is a bit of a tapestry: I’ve spent years 
as a licensed psychotherapist in various settings, have 
a deep-rooted love for the arts, and currently work in 
workforce development for the State. While I live just 
down the road from Roxbury, I feel connected to this 
community and look forward to becoming a familiar 
face in town.

“I am eager to collaborate with Ryan, Caitlyn, and the 
Board of Trustees to keep this space a vibrant, inclu-
sive resource. Whether we are expanding digital tools, 
providing access to helpful resources, or hosting local 
events, my goal is to ensure the library serves you well. I 
can’t wait to meet you all and hear your stories!”

Until Amy is fully on board,  our very competent and knowl-
edgable Assistant Librarian, Caitlyn, will continue staffing 
the circulation desk along with Ryan, who will continue to 
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Cemetery Commissioner for 3 years – Bill Cecil
First Constable – Bill Hansen			 
Second Constable – Andy Apgar

There are two vacancies for Town Auditor and two vacancies 
for Library Trustee.  If you are interested in applying for one of 
these positions, please contact the Town Clerk at townclerk@
roxburyvt.org or 802-485-7840.

A special Thank You to Karen Tassinari, Town Auditor, who 
created the Town Report this year.  It was a lot of work and 
Karen did a great job.

2026/2027 PROPERTY TAX DUE DATES 
At Town Meeting, the voters approved the dates the property 
taxes will be due.  The due dates are August 14, 2026; No-
vember 13, 2026; February 12, 2027; and May 21, 2027.  If 
payments are not received by the due date or postmarked by 
due date, a ½% interest will be charged on late taxes, and 8% 
penalty will be charged after the May 21st payment.  

GREEN-UP DAY 
Green-Up Day is May 2nd.  Please consider participating on 
Green-Up Day and keep Roxbury as clean as we can.  Roxbury 
residents can bring the trash that they picked up off the ground 
to the Town Garage.  Green-Up bags will be available at the 
Town Office.  There will be a tire collection at the Town Garage 
for Roxbury residents.  For car and light truck tires, cost will 
be $3 each for the first 8 tires, after that it is $4 each.  If another 
site is added to Green-Up Day, the notice will be advertised.  
The Roxbury Selectboard is still working on details.  

ROXBURY VILLAGE SCHOOL BUILDING 
The Town took ownership of the building.  The internet and 
phone are working again.  Vermont Fire Extinguishers has 
performed an inspection.  The door locks have been changed 
and the key cards are being programmed.  The Selectboard is 
still working on some of the technical issues in regards to the 
fire and security systems.  The Board is working with members 
of the RVS Task Force to create a non-advisory committee.  The 
Bridges Afterschool Program is back at the school; it is good to 
see Roxbury kids using the building again.  

Due to the Community Hall being renovated through a grant, 
meetings of the Selectboard, Planning Commission, RVS Task 
Force, and others are being held at the Roxbury Village School 
Building.  A room is set up for the meetings, which is the 2nd 
door on the left when you enter the building.  

MERP GRANT 
The Town received a MERP (Municipal Energy Resilience 
Program) Grant, which is being used for improvements on the 

fill in shifts as needed. We appreciate your patience during 
this time of transition!  While there may be fewer programs 
offered this upcoming month, we do not expect any gaps in 
primary library services. 

There will be some changes 
to the library’s open hours, 
starting April 1, (see at left), 
including a longer day on Sat-
urday and more afterschool 
and evening hours. 

The monthly Book Group and Coffeehouse Hour are very 
well-attended and social events, and there is discussion of 
Coffee Hour evolving into a collaboration between the RFL 
and the Roxbury Connected group, whose main focus is on 
increasing community connections in town (see page 3 and 
back cover). Seems like a good match, as it  is in line with the 
RFL Strategic Plan and also the goals of Roxbury Connected!

As we move into Spring, please be on the lookout for an-
nouncements around  the RFL Book Sale, usually scheduled 
for Green Up Day and also July 4th. We will announce when 
we are ready to take book donations for this important library 
fundraiser, as well as the location for the sale. And...we are 
always looking for help with that sale! At some point soon we 
will need volunteers to help organize what we have stored in 
the RVS building. 

Launched at Town Meeting, our Annual Fundraiser Raffle 
is underway, and you can buy tickets at RFL, the Roxbury 
Store, our Book Sales, and for a few months at the Northfield 
Farmer’s Market. Tickets are $5 ea., 5/$20, and we have ten 
prizes this year, including gift cards to local businesses, maple 
syrup, and a Barn Quilt by the Roxbury Crafters! Remember, 
you get to assign each of your tickets to the prize of your 
choice—then it’s up to the luck of the draw! Winning tickets 
will be drawn on July 4, and you can buy tickets right up until 
then. Good luck to all! (See prize list on facing page).

Interested in taking your volunteer spirit to the next level? 
We currently have two vacancies on the Board of Trustees, 
and are seeking to fill those spots with folks dedicated to the 
library mission. Reach out if you are curious and we can tell 
you what being a Trustee entails!

Thank you again, Roxbury, for being a strong community. 
It is a pleasure to serve our town as library Trustees!

Sincerely,
the RFL Board of Trustees: Heidi, Jeanne, and Carl  
trustees@roxburyfreelibrary.org
and the Library Staff at the RFL circulation desk
roxburyfreelibrary.org  |  librarian@roxburyfreelibrary.org 
(802) 485-6860

RFL New Hours 
Begin April 1

  
Tue  10 am – 3 pm
Wed 3:30 –7 pm

Thu  2 – 7 pm
Sat  9 am – 3 pm

http://www.roxburyvt.gov 
http://www.roxburyvt.gov 
https://roxburyfreelibrary.org/s-p/
mailto:trustees%40roxburyfreelibrary.org?subject=
https://roxburyfreelibrary.org
mailto:librarian%40roxburyfreelibrary.org%20?subject=
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The RFL has developed a three-year Strategic Plan based on com-
munity feedback about our services and data comparisons with other 
similar libraries in the state of Vermont. You can read the full Plan and 
an Executive Summary that includes our Goals for 2025–2028 on the 
RFL website:
 https://roxburyfreelibrary.org/s-p/

Roxbury Roots 
Community Update
We want to extend a heartfelt thank you to everyone who helped 
prepare food and clean up for both the February Community 
Supper, and the Town Hall lunch. Your hands and hearts keep 
these gatherings going, especially as we continue to navigate 
the Community Hall renovations and the RVS transfer and use. 
By necessity, the past few Suppers have needed to be a combi-
nation of Roots meals and potluck, and there has been plenty of 
food for all.  We truly couldn’t do it without you!

We’re excited to see each and every one of you at our next 
Community Supper, on the last Friday of April.

Many neighbors have asked why Roxbury Roots didn’t in-
clude an article at this year’s Town Meeting Day, requesting 
monetary support. The short answer is that we’ve been able to 
sustain our work through grants and generous individual dona-
tions. We recognize that not everyone participates in the sup-
pers, and we want financial support to always be a personal 
choice, separate from town expenses. We encourage and are 
very grateful for donations only if it feels meaningful to you! 
Roxbury Roots is housed under a nonprofit umbrella, so dona-
tions are tax deductible.

As we step into spring and summer, we’re looking forward to 
spreading out in the Town Hall for regular monthly suppers, 
perhaps a summer picnic or two, and we have so many creative 
ideas for future food gatherings! We’re always excited to hear 
what you envision too! 

Donations can be made online 
https://roxburyrootsvt.weebly.com

Welcome, mud season and sunny skies. Stay tuned, and please 
reach out anytime at  roxburyrootsvt@gmail.com

RUCC: Congregational Church News
by Claire Chomentowski

Easter Sunday is April 5th this year, and we welcome all to our 
service at 11 a.m.  Preceding the service, we’ll be holding a free 
brunch at 10 a.m., and we wouldn’t be the least bit offended if 
folks showed up for that, then skipped the service.  (It’s hap-
pened before, but, truly, we have risen above that!)

Please keep in mind that we will be holding our annual rum-
mage sale for the benefit of the church and the food shelf during 
the town’s July 4th festivities, and we deeply depend on contri-
butions from you.  If you are moving, downsizing, decluttering, 
or are just sick and tired of looking at neat stuff you may have 
lying around your house and would like to give someone else 
a chance to get sick and tired of it, then please contact us; we 
may be able to help.  We’ll be eagerly collecting stuff during the 
month of June—please call 802-485-7779, and leave a message 
with the cat.
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Roxbury Food Shelf: 
open every Wednesday from 12 p.m.-1:30 p.m. 

Individuals in need of food can contact Claire 
Chomentowski at  (802) 485-7779
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You can find town documents, meeting 
agendas and minutes, meeting warnings, 
and town governance information at the 

official town website: 
www.roxburyvt.org

“Town Clerk” continued from page 2...
How did you come to live in Roxbury? We want to 
hear your story! 
Why do you live in Roxbury? Were you born here, 
or did you fall in love with it? If you have a story to 
share, contact Rachel at rachelf2000@gmail.com, or 
the RFL at librarian@roxburyfreelibrary.org.

Town Office and Community Hall. The Town Office had 
insulation work done in the attic and basement, and had two 
mini-split systems installed.  At the Community Hall, the 
work is more extensive and is ongoing. I will try to report on 
the progress and give more information in the next Newsy.  

During the What’s Next Roxbury community visits process 
facilitated by VCRD last year, a task force called Boost Com-
munity Connection, Collaboration, Communication, Skill, & 
Resource Sharing was formed.  Since then, we’ve shortened 
the name of the group to Roxbury Connected.  This group was 
something of a catch-all for the many excellent community-
generated ideas that weren’t exclusively related to the Roxbury 
Village School.

Roxbury Connected presently meets in person one time each 
month; the next regular meeting is Monday, May 11th,  6pm, 
at the Roxbury Free Library. 

If you are interested in participating in Roxbury Connected, 
you can come to the next regular meeting on May 11, or contact 
roxburyconnected@gmail.com to be added to the email list.
 
We will post announcements for upcoming meetings on Front 
Porch Forum and on the Roxbury Roots Listserv. If you don’t 
hear from us otherwise, we will continue to meet at the Roxbury 
Free Library.  We may shift over to the school or community 
center in the future. 

Here’s a brief summary of our productive and cheerful 
meeting on March 16th! 
•	 Gratitude to Deb and JJ, who assembled the contents of 16 

sweet “Welcome to Roxbury” resource bags containing a 
wealth of information about Roxbury.  A few were delivered 
as well!

•	 Discussed posting on FPF that these are available to folks 
new to town.  Draft of the post is ready to go!

•	 Discussion about the list of businesses on the town website 
and the idea of Roxbury Connected taking on an annual 
(January) update of that list.

•	 The neighborhood team had no activity this time around.
•	 We talked about the need to find another person to open up/

close down the library for these meetings.
•	 Selected April 16th as the date for the Round Table, and 

discussed it briefly.  Andre will draft and send out the invi-
tation.

•	 Discussed open town positions and asked “What would get 
you out of bed in the morning to help out in town?”

•	 The Roxbury Connected logo is looking sharp!
•	 Coffee Chats/Roxbury Connected collaboration discussion.
•	 Cultivating more participation involvement from the 

broader Roxbury Connected Group.

If you want to refresh yourself about what the community said 
they were interested in having this group work on, please pick 
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up a copy of the blue booklet “What’s Next Roxbury Com-
munity Visit Report and Action Plan, July 2025”.  Copies are 
available at the Library and Town Office or, conveniently, you 
can view the report online: https://www.vtrural.org/whats-
next-roxbury-report-and-action-plan-july-2025/ 

Consider joining your neighbors to work on this long list of 
ideas with whatever you can contribute.

André Souligny
Roxbury Connected Volunteer Facilitator
roxburyconnected@gmail.comcontinued next column...

“Roxbury Connected” continued...

RFL Raffle
 
List of Prizes

1.	 Bear Pond Books $100 Gift Card
2.	 Depot Square Pizza $100 Gift Card
3.	 Carney’s Maple Syrup, 1 Gallon $50 value
4.	 Exile on Main St. $100 Gift Card
5.	 Fernandez Hardware $50 Gift Card
6.	 Frazier’s Greenhouse $100 Gift Card
7.	 Good Measure Brewery $50 Gift Card
8.	 Roxbury Crafters Handpainted Barn Quilt $125 value
9.	 Roxbury Country Store $100 Gift Card
10.	Woodbury Mountain Toys $100 Gift Card
 Winning tickets will be drawn July 4, 2026. Tickets are $5 each, 5 
for $20. Sold at the RFL, Roxbury Country Store, and the Northfield 
Farmer’s Market. Shown above is #8, the  Vermont State Block Barn 
Quilt, handpainted by the Roxbury Community Crafters

https://roxburyfreelibrary.org/s-p/
          https://roxburyrootsvt.weebly.com
mailto:roxburyrootsvt%40gmail.com%20?subject=
http://www.roxburyvt.org
mailto:roxburyconnected%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:roxburyconnected%40gmail.com?subject=
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that would be a double disruption. Her proposal also includes 
grants to help towns as they figure out how to transition small 
schools into new uses. 

As of the week of March 16, the House and the Senate 
have not been able to sort out their differences. The House 
proposes forcing fairly dramatic district reconsolidation. The 
Senate continues to hope for a two-year window in which 
towns and districts will voluntarily merge from 119 districts 
to 56 before the state steps in. 

Over the next six months, we will focus on:
•	 Strengthening Roxbury’s voice within the district
•	 Monitoring legislative decisions on district consolidation 

and funding for impacts on our Roxbury community; and
•	 Advocating for equitable treatment of rural communities 

that have been through significant educational 
adjustments, like Roxbury.

We encourage community members to stay engaged as these 
decisions continue to evolve. Your input is essential as we 
work to balance educational quality with affordability for 
Roxbury.

Please share your perspectives, whether appreciation or 
concern.

Rhett Williams & Kasey Kathan
Kasey Kathan kaseykathan@mpsvt.org  
Rhett Williams rhettwilliams@mpsvt.org

MRPS Update
By Kasey Kathan and Rhett Williams, MRPS Board Members

The Montpelier Roxbury School District budget passed overall, 
allowing the district to move forward with the plan for level 
and maintained programming in the coming year. However, the 
budget did not pass in Roxbury, reflecting continued concerns 
about affordability, taxes, and whether the current system is 
working for our town. We take this message seriously and will 
continue working to represent Roxbury’s specific concerns 
and issues at the district and legislative levels.  Town meeting 
also saw the transition of three new board representatives 
for Montpelier, and the board is currently reconfiguring and 
transitioning to the new year.

With the passing of this budget, we are reminded that education 
taxes are determined by a statewide formula:

Actual Tax Rate = Equalized District Rate ÷ Common Level of 
Appraisal (CLA).

Because local homes have been selling for much more than they 
were last appraised, our CLA is smaller (less than 1.00) and our 
actual tax rate will go up, even when school spending did not 
change significantly.

At the state level, education reform remains a central and 
unresolved issue. Act 73 (2025) proposes major changes, 
including consolidating school districts into larger regions, 
introducing a foundation funding formula, and moving toward 
a more uniform statewide education tax. It also establishes 
minimum standards for class sizes, calendars, and graduation 
requirements. However, many of these components depend on 
legislative agreement around district consolidation, which is 
still under active debate.

Meanwhile, Act 127 (2022) continues to guide the current 
system. It updates pupil weighting to better support students 
with greater needs, caps homestead tax rate increases at 5% 
annually through 2029, and suspends excess spending penalties 
during this transition period.

There are a few important issues for Roxbury as the legislature 
tries to implement Act 73. Currently rural sparsity weighting is 
based on the population density of the entire district, which can 
disadvantage small towns within larger, more densely populated 
districts. A proposed amendment would shift this calculation 
to the zip-code level, which would mean it would stay with 
Roxbury students wherever they go. Act 73 asks that its 
implementation avoid educational disruption. Anne Watson has 
proposed towns that have had a small school closed within five 
years should not be removed from current partnerships because roxbury
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MenuMenu  
April  25th  2025April  25th  2025  

Early Spring Salad
with homemade vinaigrette

Roasted Winter Squash
with local squash and maple syrup

Savory Zucchini Bread Pudding

Roasted Veggie and Herbed Hummus

Southern Brisket and Collard Soup
Pinto Bean and Veggie Soup

Simple Pasta 
with toppings

Bluberry Buckle 

Donations always appreciated! 
Food Served 5-7pm

All are welcome. 

LAST   FRIDAY  of  EVERY  M
ONTH

Roxbury Town Hall 
Roxbury Community Suppers are brought to you by the cooks of Roxbury Roots, and are funded in part by a SPARK Grant from The Vermont Community Foundation

Please join us and help keep our Community connected!

Seasonal Soup and Bread always served

free to all

POTLUCK DISHES WELCOME

Green-Up Day!
By Claire Chomentowski

Vermont’s 56th annual Green-Up Day 
takes place Saturday, May 2nd.  

Grab some bags off my front porch
(red house next door to the school), 
then scour the roadsides and open 
spaces, removing anything that doesn’t 
belong there, and leave the bags to be 
picked up by the town trucks.  Then 
celebrate with your neighbors at a 
FREE lunch, open to ALL, at the 
church, at noon.
    
You’re welcome to return rescued 
tires to the town garage for free (thank 
you!); your own tires can be brought 
there, too. For car and light truck tires, 
cost will be $3 each for the first 8 tires, 
after that it is $4 each.

Roxbury Community Crafters
We truly put the “social” in our crafting!
 by Debra Rogler 

Roxbury Community Crafters is all 
about social crafting, and we offer it 
most Saturdays from Fall to Spring. 
The people who host the classes 
dedicate a lot of time to researching 
and preparing the craft, organiz-
ing the supplies, and working hard 
to ensure the afternoon craft runs 
smoothly. What we can’t plan for 
is the “social” side of our mission, 
and this can be so impactful.

One particular Saturday, we were 
awarded with the most amazing 
“social” connection. Just as we 
were getting settled for the after-
noon, two of our fellow crafters 
started chatting. It turns out they 
were both from Pennsylvania, 
which led to more inquiries, more 
connections, and we discovered 
they both went to the same high 
school. By the end, our class con-
tacts were exchanged, and friend-
ships began. This is “social.”

The “crafting” aspect of this same 
Saturday class comes from a grate-
ful crafter who sent us the follow-
ing email, which we were given 
permission to reprint:

“I just wanted to say thank you for a great needle felting 
session this weekend, and for making me feel so welcome 
as a newcomer. What a wonderful gift to the community, 
providing an opportunity for people to gather during the 
long, cold winters for some low-pressure tactile fun.
I especially appreciated picking up a new practical skill, 
and the chance to bring the tools home was a real bonus…
I look forward to season 5!
With gratitude, 
A. Harris”

“MRPS Update”  continued...
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Roxbury July 4th
Save the date 

for a day of  fun in Roxbury! 

You can look forward to long-standing 
events such as a Rummage Sale at the 
Church, the famous Parade through the 
Village, the RFL Book Sale, a Townwide 
BBQ and Bake Sale at the Fire Station,
Ticket Drawing for the RFL Raffle Prizes, 
and other entertainment. 

Stay tuned for details!

Roxbury Community Crafters
https://roxburyvtdotcom.wixsite.com/roxbury-vermont

mailto:kaseykathan%40mpsvt.org%20?subject=
mailto:rhettwilliams%40mpsvt.org?subject=
https://roxburyvtdotcom.wixsite.com/roxbury-vermont
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that would be a double disruption. Her proposal also includes 
grants to help towns as they figure out how to transition small 
schools into new uses. 

As of the week of March 16, the House and the Senate 
have not been able to sort out their differences. The House 
proposes forcing fairly dramatic district reconsolidation. The 
Senate continues to hope for a two-year window in which 
towns and districts will voluntarily merge from 119 districts 
to 56 before the state steps in. 

Over the next six months, we will focus on:
•	 Strengthening Roxbury’s voice within the district
•	 Monitoring legislative decisions on district consolidation 

and funding for impacts on our Roxbury community; and
•	 Advocating for equitable treatment of rural communities 

that have been through significant educational 
adjustments, like Roxbury.

We encourage community members to stay engaged as these 
decisions continue to evolve. Your input is essential as we 
work to balance educational quality with affordability for 
Roxbury.

Please share your perspectives, whether appreciation or 
concern.

Rhett Williams & Kasey Kathan
Kasey Kathan kaseykathan@mpsvt.org  
Rhett Williams rhettwilliams@mpsvt.org

MRPS Update
By Kasey Kathan and Rhett Williams, MRPS Board Members

The Montpelier Roxbury School District budget passed overall, 
allowing the district to move forward with the plan for level 
and maintained programming in the coming year. However, the 
budget did not pass in Roxbury, reflecting continued concerns 
about affordability, taxes, and whether the current system is 
working for our town. We take this message seriously and will 
continue working to represent Roxbury’s specific concerns 
and issues at the district and legislative levels.  Town meeting 
also saw the transition of three new board representatives 
for Montpelier, and the board is currently reconfiguring and 
transitioning to the new year.

With the passing of this budget, we are reminded that education 
taxes are determined by a statewide formula:

Actual Tax Rate = Equalized District Rate ÷ Common Level of 
Appraisal (CLA).

Because local homes have been selling for much more than they 
were last appraised, our CLA is smaller (less than 1.00) and our 
actual tax rate will go up, even when school spending did not 
change significantly.

At the state level, education reform remains a central and 
unresolved issue. Act 73 (2025) proposes major changes, 
including consolidating school districts into larger regions, 
introducing a foundation funding formula, and moving toward 
a more uniform statewide education tax. It also establishes 
minimum standards for class sizes, calendars, and graduation 
requirements. However, many of these components depend on 
legislative agreement around district consolidation, which is 
still under active debate.

Meanwhile, Act 127 (2022) continues to guide the current 
system. It updates pupil weighting to better support students 
with greater needs, caps homestead tax rate increases at 5% 
annually through 2029, and suspends excess spending penalties 
during this transition period.

There are a few important issues for Roxbury as the legislature 
tries to implement Act 73. Currently rural sparsity weighting is 
based on the population density of the entire district, which can 
disadvantage small towns within larger, more densely populated 
districts. A proposed amendment would shift this calculation 
to the zip-code level, which would mean it would stay with 
Roxbury students wherever they go. Act 73 asks that its 
implementation avoid educational disruption. Anne Watson has 
proposed towns that have had a small school closed within five 
years should not be removed from current partnerships because roxbury
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Roasted Winter Squash
with local squash and maple syrup

Savory Zucchini Bread Pudding

Roasted Veggie and Herbed Hummus

Southern Brisket and Collard Soup
Pinto Bean and Veggie Soup

Simple Pasta 
with toppings

Bluberry Buckle 

Donations always appreciated! 
Food Served 5-7pm

All are welcome. 

LAST   FRIDAY  of  EVERY  M
ONTH

Roxbury Town Hall 
Roxbury Community Suppers are brought to you by the cooks of Roxbury Roots, and are funded in part by a SPARK Grant from The Vermont Community Foundation

Please join us and help keep our Community connected!

Seasonal Soup and Bread always served

free to all

POTLUCK DISHES WELCOME

Green-Up Day!
By Claire Chomentowski

Vermont’s 56th annual Green-Up Day 
takes place Saturday, May 2nd.  

Grab some bags off my front porch
(red house next door to the school), 
then scour the roadsides and open 
spaces, removing anything that doesn’t 
belong there, and leave the bags to be 
picked up by the town trucks.  Then 
celebrate with your neighbors at a 
FREE lunch, open to ALL, at the 
church, at noon.
    
You’re welcome to return rescued 
tires to the town garage for free (thank 
you!); your own tires can be brought 
there, too. For car and light truck tires, 
cost will be $3 each for the first 8 tires, 
after that it is $4 each.

Roxbury Community Crafters
We truly put the “social” in our crafting!
 by Debra Rogler 

Roxbury Community Crafters is all 
about social crafting, and we offer it 
most Saturdays from Fall to Spring. 
The people who host the classes 
dedicate a lot of time to researching 
and preparing the craft, organiz-
ing the supplies, and working hard 
to ensure the afternoon craft runs 
smoothly. What we can’t plan for 
is the “social” side of our mission, 
and this can be so impactful.

One particular Saturday, we were 
awarded with the most amazing 
“social” connection. Just as we 
were getting settled for the after-
noon, two of our fellow crafters 
started chatting. It turns out they 
were both from Pennsylvania, 
which led to more inquiries, more 
connections, and we discovered 
they both went to the same high 
school. By the end, our class con-
tacts were exchanged, and friend-
ships began. This is “social.”

The “crafting” aspect of this same 
Saturday class comes from a grate-
ful crafter who sent us the follow-
ing email, which we were given 
permission to reprint:

“I just wanted to say thank you for a great needle felting 
session this weekend, and for making me feel so welcome 
as a newcomer. What a wonderful gift to the community, 
providing an opportunity for people to gather during the 
long, cold winters for some low-pressure tactile fun.
I especially appreciated picking up a new practical skill, 
and the chance to bring the tools home was a real bonus…
I look forward to season 5!
With gratitude, 
A. Harris”

“MRPS Update”  continued...
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Roxbury July 4th
Save the date 

for a day of  fun in Roxbury! 

You can look forward to long-standing 
events such as a Rummage Sale at the 
Church, the famous Parade through the 
Village, the RFL Book Sale, a Townwide 
BBQ and Bake Sale at the Fire Station,
Ticket Drawing for the RFL Raffle Prizes, 
and other entertainment. 

Stay tuned for details!

Roxbury Community Crafters
https://roxburyvtdotcom.wixsite.com/roxbury-vermont
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The RFL has developed a three-year Strategic Plan based on com-
munity feedback about our services and data comparisons with other 
similar libraries in the state of Vermont. You can read the full Plan and 
an Executive Summary that includes our Goals for 2025–2028 on the 
RFL website:
 https://roxburyfreelibrary.org/s-p/

Roxbury Roots 
Community Update
We want to extend a heartfelt thank you to everyone who helped 
prepare food and clean up for both the February Community 
Supper, and the Town Hall lunch. Your hands and hearts keep 
these gatherings going, especially as we continue to navigate 
the Community Hall renovations and the RVS transfer and use. 
By necessity, the past few Suppers have needed to be a combi-
nation of Roots meals and potluck, and there has been plenty of 
food for all.  We truly couldn’t do it without you!

We’re excited to see each and every one of you at our next 
Community Supper, on the last Friday of April.

Many neighbors have asked why Roxbury Roots didn’t in-
clude an article at this year’s Town Meeting Day, requesting 
monetary support. The short answer is that we’ve been able to 
sustain our work through grants and generous individual dona-
tions. We recognize that not everyone participates in the sup-
pers, and we want financial support to always be a personal 
choice, separate from town expenses. We encourage and are 
very grateful for donations only if it feels meaningful to you! 
Roxbury Roots is housed under a nonprofit umbrella, so dona-
tions are tax deductible.

As we step into spring and summer, we’re looking forward to 
spreading out in the Town Hall for regular monthly suppers, 
perhaps a summer picnic or two, and we have so many creative 
ideas for future food gatherings! We’re always excited to hear 
what you envision too! 

Donations can be made online 
https://roxburyrootsvt.weebly.com

Welcome, mud season and sunny skies. Stay tuned, and please 
reach out anytime at  roxburyrootsvt@gmail.com

RUCC: Congregational Church News
by Claire Chomentowski

Easter Sunday is April 5th this year, and we welcome all to our 
service at 11 a.m.  Preceding the service, we’ll be holding a free 
brunch at 10 a.m., and we wouldn’t be the least bit offended if 
folks showed up for that, then skipped the service.  (It’s hap-
pened before, but, truly, we have risen above that!)

Please keep in mind that we will be holding our annual rum-
mage sale for the benefit of the church and the food shelf during 
the town’s July 4th festivities, and we deeply depend on contri-
butions from you.  If you are moving, downsizing, decluttering, 
or are just sick and tired of looking at neat stuff you may have 
lying around your house and would like to give someone else 
a chance to get sick and tired of it, then please contact us; we 
may be able to help.  We’ll be eagerly collecting stuff during the 
month of June—please call 802-485-7779, and leave a message 
with the cat.
  

roxbury
free library

RFL

Roxbury Food Shelf: 
open every Wednesday from 12 p.m.-1:30 p.m. 

Individuals in need of food can contact Claire 
Chomentowski at  (802) 485-7779
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You can find town documents, meeting 
agendas and minutes, meeting warnings, 
and town governance information at the 

official town website: 
www.roxburyvt.org

“Town Clerk” continued from page 2...
How did you come to live in Roxbury? We want to 
hear your story! 
Why do you live in Roxbury? Were you born here, 
or did you fall in love with it? If you have a story to 
share, contact Rachel at rachelf2000@gmail.com, or 
the RFL at librarian@roxburyfreelibrary.org.

Town Office and Community Hall. The Town Office had 
insulation work done in the attic and basement, and had two 
mini-split systems installed.  At the Community Hall, the 
work is more extensive and is ongoing. I will try to report on 
the progress and give more information in the next Newsy.  

During the What’s Next Roxbury community visits process 
facilitated by VCRD last year, a task force called Boost Com-
munity Connection, Collaboration, Communication, Skill, & 
Resource Sharing was formed.  Since then, we’ve shortened 
the name of the group to Roxbury Connected.  This group was 
something of a catch-all for the many excellent community-
generated ideas that weren’t exclusively related to the Roxbury 
Village School.

Roxbury Connected presently meets in person one time each 
month; the next regular meeting is Monday, May 11th,  6pm, 
at the Roxbury Free Library. 

If you are interested in participating in Roxbury Connected, 
you can come to the next regular meeting on May 11, or contact 
roxburyconnected@gmail.com to be added to the email list.
 
We will post announcements for upcoming meetings on Front 
Porch Forum and on the Roxbury Roots Listserv. If you don’t 
hear from us otherwise, we will continue to meet at the Roxbury 
Free Library.  We may shift over to the school or community 
center in the future. 

Here’s a brief summary of our productive and cheerful 
meeting on March 16th! 
•	 Gratitude to Deb and JJ, who assembled the contents of 16 

sweet “Welcome to Roxbury” resource bags containing a 
wealth of information about Roxbury.  A few were delivered 
as well!

•	 Discussed posting on FPF that these are available to folks 
new to town.  Draft of the post is ready to go!

•	 Discussion about the list of businesses on the town website 
and the idea of Roxbury Connected taking on an annual 
(January) update of that list.

•	 The neighborhood team had no activity this time around.
•	 We talked about the need to find another person to open up/

close down the library for these meetings.
•	 Selected April 16th as the date for the Round Table, and 

discussed it briefly.  Andre will draft and send out the invi-
tation.

•	 Discussed open town positions and asked “What would get 
you out of bed in the morning to help out in town?”

•	 The Roxbury Connected logo is looking sharp!
•	 Coffee Chats/Roxbury Connected collaboration discussion.
•	 Cultivating more participation involvement from the 

broader Roxbury Connected Group.

If you want to refresh yourself about what the community said 
they were interested in having this group work on, please pick 
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up a copy of the blue booklet “What’s Next Roxbury Com-
munity Visit Report and Action Plan, July 2025”.  Copies are 
available at the Library and Town Office or, conveniently, you 
can view the report online: https://www.vtrural.org/whats-
next-roxbury-report-and-action-plan-july-2025/ 

Consider joining your neighbors to work on this long list of 
ideas with whatever you can contribute.

André Souligny
Roxbury Connected Volunteer Facilitator
roxburyconnected@gmail.comcontinued next column...

“Roxbury Connected” continued...

RFL Raffle
 
List of Prizes

1.	 Bear Pond Books $100 Gift Card
2.	 Depot Square Pizza $100 Gift Card
3.	 Carney’s Maple Syrup, 1 Gallon $50 value
4.	 Exile on Main St. $100 Gift Card
5.	 Fernandez Hardware $50 Gift Card
6.	 Frazier’s Greenhouse $100 Gift Card
7.	 Good Measure Brewery $50 Gift Card
8.	 Roxbury Crafters Handpainted Barn Quilt $125 value
9.	 Roxbury Country Store $100 Gift Card
10.	Woodbury Mountain Toys $100 Gift Card
 Winning tickets will be drawn July 4, 2026. Tickets are $5 each, 5 
for $20. Sold at the RFL, Roxbury Country Store, and the Northfield 
Farmer’s Market. Shown above is #8, the  Vermont State Block Barn 
Quilt, handpainted by the Roxbury Community Crafters

https://roxburyfreelibrary.org/s-p/
          https://roxburyrootsvt.weebly.com
mailto:roxburyrootsvt%40gmail.com%20?subject=
http://www.roxburyvt.org
mailto:roxburyconnected%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:roxburyconnected%40gmail.com?subject=
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From the Town Clerk’s Office 
2026 DOG LICENSES 
It is time to license your dog(s).  The deadline is April 1st.  
The cost is $11.00 for a neutered dog and $15.00 for an un-
neutered dog.  After April 2nd, the cost will be $13.00 for a 
neutered dog and $19.00 for an un-neutered dog.  

It is the law of the State of Vermont that all dogs are vac-
cinated every three years. The first vaccination is only good 
for one year.  Pursuant to 20 V.S.A. § 3581 of the Vermont 
Statutes, a dog must be licensed by six months of age at the 
Town Office to be legal.  Proof of a rabies vaccination within 
the past year is required.  Dogs NOT licensed can be seized 
and euthanized per State Statutes.  20 V.S.A. § 3621 states a 
warrant can be issued to impound.  

TAXES 
The next property tax installment is due on May 8, 2026.  The 
office will be open until 5 p.m. on Wednesday, Thursday, and 
Friday.  The Town accepts postmarked envelopes.

SUMMER HOURS 
Summer hours will begin on May 1st.  The Town Office will 
close at noon on Fridays (except for the day property taxes 
are due, which happens to be the week of May 4th).  Summer 
hours will end the last Friday of September.

2026 TOWN MEETING
Town Meeting was on March 3rd at the Roxbury Town 
Hall (Village School).  Eighty-one voters attended the an-
nual meeting.  One hundred and eighty-one voters voted for 
Town Officials, the Montpelier Roxbury School District, and 
Central Vermont Career Center articles.  Article 4 – Highway 
Budget was amended to be increased by $25,000, to be used 
to keep our current road crew and to fill the third full-time 
position.  Article 6 – Local Option Tax failed.  The voters 
approved increasing the Roxbury Food Shelf’s annual appro-
priation of $1,000.  All other articles passed as submitted. You 
can see the results on the Town’s website:  www.roxburyvt.
gov

Officers that were elected on March 3rd are:
Town Moderator – Jackie Frazier			 
Town Clerk – Tammy Legacy
Town Treasurer – Anne Maxham			
Selectboard for 3 years – Heather Holter
Selectboard for 2 years – Tim Martin		
Lister for 3 years – Bill Hansen
Lister for 2 years – Tom Frazier			
Collector of Delinquent Taxes – Bill Hansen
Library Trustee for 3 years – Heidi Albright	
Auditor for 2 years – Karen Tassinari		
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Roxbury Free Library Notes
Hello, Roxbury, and happy spring!
Thanks to all who attended Town Meeting this year and sup-
ported the RFL. We are grateful to our community and for the
unwavering support for our very own municipal library, some-
thing not every small town has.
 
We are facing some changes this year as our long-time Li-
brary Director, Ryan Zajac, is “turning the page” and mov-
ing on to new adventures. We are grateful for the years Ryan 
dedicated to the RFL, he will be missed!  Since January, the 
RFL Board of Trustees and a Search Committee (including sev-
eral community members) have been working hard at recruiting 
a New Director.  We are happy to announce that Amy Rogers 
will be joining the RFL staff sometime in mid-April. 
Welcome, Amy! 
She writes this letter of introduction:

“I am thrilled to join the Roxbury Free Library as the 
new Library Director. To me, a library is more than 
a collection of books—it is the heart of a community 
where neighbors come together to connect, learn, and 
share ideas. Throughout my career, I have seen how vi-
tal welcoming public spaces are for a strong community, 
and I am honored to help steward this one.

“My background is a bit of a tapestry: I’ve spent years 
as a licensed psychotherapist in various settings, have 
a deep-rooted love for the arts, and currently work in 
workforce development for the State. While I live just 
down the road from Roxbury, I feel connected to this 
community and look forward to becoming a familiar 
face in town.

“I am eager to collaborate with Ryan, Caitlyn, and the 
Board of Trustees to keep this space a vibrant, inclu-
sive resource. Whether we are expanding digital tools, 
providing access to helpful resources, or hosting local 
events, my goal is to ensure the library serves you well. I 
can’t wait to meet you all and hear your stories!”

Until Amy is fully on board,  our very competent and knowl-
edgable Assistant Librarian, Caitlyn, will continue staffing 
the circulation desk along with Ryan, who will continue to 
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Cemetery Commissioner for 3 years – Bill Cecil
First Constable – Bill Hansen			 
Second Constable – Andy Apgar

There are two vacancies for Town Auditor and two vacancies 
for Library Trustee.  If you are interested in applying for one of 
these positions, please contact the Town Clerk at townclerk@
roxburyvt.org or 802-485-7840.

A special Thank You to Karen Tassinari, Town Auditor, who 
created the Town Report this year.  It was a lot of work and 
Karen did a great job.

2026/2027 PROPERTY TAX DUE DATES 
At Town Meeting, the voters approved the dates the property 
taxes will be due.  The due dates are August 14, 2026; No-
vember 13, 2026; February 12, 2027; and May 21, 2027.  If 
payments are not received by the due date or postmarked by 
due date, a ½% interest will be charged on late taxes, and 8% 
penalty will be charged after the May 21st payment.  

GREEN-UP DAY 
Green-Up Day is May 2nd.  Please consider participating on 
Green-Up Day and keep Roxbury as clean as we can.  Roxbury 
residents can bring the trash that they picked up off the ground 
to the Town Garage.  Green-Up bags will be available at the 
Town Office.  There will be a tire collection at the Town Garage 
for Roxbury residents.  For car and light truck tires, cost will 
be $3 each for the first 8 tires, after that it is $4 each.  If another 
site is added to Green-Up Day, the notice will be advertised.  
The Roxbury Selectboard is still working on details.  

ROXBURY VILLAGE SCHOOL BUILDING 
The Town took ownership of the building.  The internet and 
phone are working again.  Vermont Fire Extinguishers has 
performed an inspection.  The door locks have been changed 
and the key cards are being programmed.  The Selectboard is 
still working on some of the technical issues in regards to the 
fire and security systems.  The Board is working with members 
of the RVS Task Force to create a non-advisory committee.  The 
Bridges Afterschool Program is back at the school; it is good to 
see Roxbury kids using the building again.  

Due to the Community Hall being renovated through a grant, 
meetings of the Selectboard, Planning Commission, RVS Task 
Force, and others are being held at the Roxbury Village School 
Building.  A room is set up for the meetings, which is the 2nd 
door on the left when you enter the building.  

MERP GRANT 
The Town received a MERP (Municipal Energy Resilience 
Program) Grant, which is being used for improvements on the 

fill in shifts as needed. We appreciate your patience during 
this time of transition!  While there may be fewer programs 
offered this upcoming month, we do not expect any gaps in 
primary library services. 

There will be some changes 
to the library’s open hours, 
starting April 1, (see at left), 
including a longer day on Sat-
urday and more afterschool 
and evening hours. 

The monthly Book Group and Coffeehouse Hour are very 
well-attended and social events, and there is discussion of 
Coffee Hour evolving into a collaboration between the RFL 
and the Roxbury Connected group, whose main focus is on 
increasing community connections in town (see page 3 and 
back cover). Seems like a good match, as it  is in line with the 
RFL Strategic Plan and also the goals of Roxbury Connected!

As we move into Spring, please be on the lookout for an-
nouncements around  the RFL Book Sale, usually scheduled 
for Green Up Day and also July 4th. We will announce when 
we are ready to take book donations for this important library 
fundraiser, as well as the location for the sale. And...we are 
always looking for help with that sale! At some point soon we 
will need volunteers to help organize what we have stored in 
the RVS building. 

Launched at Town Meeting, our Annual Fundraiser Raffle 
is underway, and you can buy tickets at RFL, the Roxbury 
Store, our Book Sales, and for a few months at the Northfield 
Farmer’s Market. Tickets are $5 ea., 5/$20, and we have ten 
prizes this year, including gift cards to local businesses, maple 
syrup, and a Barn Quilt by the Roxbury Crafters! Remember, 
you get to assign each of your tickets to the prize of your 
choice—then it’s up to the luck of the draw! Winning tickets 
will be drawn on July 4, and you can buy tickets right up until 
then. Good luck to all! (See prize list on facing page).

Interested in taking your volunteer spirit to the next level? 
We currently have two vacancies on the Board of Trustees, 
and are seeking to fill those spots with folks dedicated to the 
library mission. Reach out if you are curious and we can tell 
you what being a Trustee entails!

Thank you again, Roxbury, for being a strong community. 
It is a pleasure to serve our town as library Trustees!

Sincerely,
the RFL Board of Trustees: Heidi, Jeanne, and Carl  
trustees@roxburyfreelibrary.org
and the Library Staff at the RFL circulation desk
roxburyfreelibrary.org  |  librarian@roxburyfreelibrary.org 
(802) 485-6860

RFL New Hours 
Begin April 1

  
Tue  10 am – 3 pm
Wed 3:30 –7 pm

Thu  2 – 7 pm
Sat  9 am – 3 pm

http://www.roxburyvt.gov 
http://www.roxburyvt.gov 
https://roxburyfreelibrary.org/s-p/
mailto:trustees%40roxburyfreelibrary.org?subject=
https://roxburyfreelibrary.org
mailto:librarian%40roxburyfreelibrary.org%20?subject=
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Thanks to Ryan Zajac, Courtney B. Jenkins 
Mesquita, Jane Pincus, and Heidi Albright for 
compiling, editing, and designing this issue of 
the Newsy!   We hope you enjoy it. 
© 2026 Roxbury Newsy

The Newsy always welcomes new 
contributors. Please let us know 
if you have anything you’d like to 
share with the community, and we 
can get it into the next issue. Send 
questions and content to librarian@
roxburyfreelibrary.org
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The above logo is part of the“Welcome to Roxbury” packet of resources that 
Roxbury Connected has created for new members of our community. 
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Calling all Roxbury Kids!
Tell us what you did this year! 
Got a story to share? We want 
your artwork, poetry, photos, 
and writing to publish in the next 
Newsy. Send it to: 
librarian@roxburyfreelibrary.org

Here’s to Ryan Zajac! The Roxbury Free 
Library will miss him!

When we needed to find a book or to 
check on services offered by the town 
or state, our fantastic  library director, 
Ryan, was superb. He always responded 
to our inquiries and ideas with knowl-
edge, subtle humor, and welcome 
patience. Over the 14 years he served 
as Director, he shepherded our for-
merly sleepy library into the twenty-tirst 
century. He worked well with  Trustees, 
Assistant Librarian Caitlyn, and Volun-
teers such as  the cherished Joan Leary. 
He helped us clarify our vision for the 
library, updating existing policies to 
comply with changing state regulations 
and providing necessary data to build 
our Strategic Plan.

Ryan often went “beyond the call of 
duty.” One winter day—during the Covid era, when the Library was closed—he took 
time to drive up our mile-long hill to deliver books, and he surely did the same for oth-
ers. Each time someone walked into the Library seeking information, Ryan was right 
there on the spot! He has seen to it that the Library served as many townspeople as pos-
sible. He instituted new programs in response to people’s wishes and interests, among 
them Game Night and the even more recent Saturday morning Coffee Hour. He attended 
the Book Club meetings, which are running smoothly every month, and growing! One 
of the most popular seasonal happenings has been the Library’s organization of the 
Hallowe’en Trunk-or-Treat event, which has grown more festive every year.

So let’s cheer Ryan as he  moves on from his role as Library Director and begins a new 
chapter. Join us in celebrating him and recognizing ALL he has accomplished. We wish 
him all the best and look forward to seeing him around town!

 A Tribute to Outgoing Library Director, 
Ryan Zajac 

by Jane Pincus

On Thursday, April 16th , Roxbury Connected will host a 
“Roxbury Round Table” with the hope of gathering together 
the leaders of all of our local groups and organizations in one 
place! The goal of getting together will be to introduce our-
selves to one another, hear a brief descrip-
tion of what each group does, and share 
information about groups plans/activities 
for the year ahead in hopes of making a 
more comprehensive calendar of com-
munity activities and events, and to chat 
about communication. What we would 
like to see is just one person from each 
group who can talk about what the group 
does, share your upcoming events, share 
how your group communicates to the com-
munity or its membership, etc. Important 
things to bring would be contact informa-
tion, website information for your group, 
a schedule of events or meetings that your 
group is planning in the future, and a few copies of brochures 
or written information your group puts out. The Round Table 
will start at 6pm, and go no later than 8pm.

  
Many Roxburians are involved in other groups, so please 
consider sending a representitive of your group at this up-
coming Round Table. Roxbury Connected will be sending 
out an invitation to the groups we know exist and posting 

on Front Porch Forum, Roxbury Roots 
Listserv, and hopefully the calendar on the 
Roxbury Town Website.

Please take a look at this resource from the 
Vermont Council on Rural Development 
that talks specifically about how communi-
ties can improve communication, it’s worth 
a read especially before the upcoming 
Roxbury Round Table. https://drive.google.
com/file/d/1tqyqsHWU0Gw7b3yWxKDE
CL1P0vRxh69O/view?usp=sharing

If you are interested in participating in 
Roxbury Connected, you can come to the 

next regular meeting on May 11, [see more details on 
page 3]  or contact André  to be added to the email list.   
 
André Souligny
Roxbury Connected Volunteer Facilitator
roxburyconnected@gmail.com

Roxbury Connected to Host a Round Table Discussion
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Ryan and his son Ellison dressed up as ‘A Young Moose and a Wildlife Biologist’ for an early RFL Trunk or Treat event. 
photo contributed by Hannah Zajac
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